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SECTION I

FORMAL SUBMISSION STATEMENT

Assurance is hereby made to the State Department of Education that the East Baton Rouge Parish School System’s Pupil Progression Plan has been developed in compliance with the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education’s Policies and Procedures (Bulletin 1566), (R.S. 17:24.4), with all applicable policies and standards of Bulletin 741 and Bulletin 1706, and with all applicable federal, state and local regulations.  If any local policy outlined in this plan conflicts with state and/or federal guidelines and/or regulations, the state and/or federal regulations/guidelines will supersede the local policy.  All documentation relative to the development of this Pupil Progression Plan shall be maintained on file by the local education agency.

Assurance is thereby made that this school system shall not discriminate in the rendering of services to and/or employment of individuals because of race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, veteran status, or any other non-merit factor.

   Superintendent





   School Board President

   Date







   Date

PUPIL PROGRESSION PLAN

LEA CONTACT INFORMATION

LEA Contact Person (Primary)                Kathy Smith
Telephone Number


          (225) 922-5494

E-mail Address                                        ksmith83@ebrschools.org
If Applicable:

LEA Contact Person (Secondary) 
Adam Smith
Telephone Number 



(225) 922-5547

E-mail Address 



asmith22@ebrschools.org
__________________________________                        ________________________

                 (Primary Signature)                                                                (Date)

SECTION II

STATEWIDE MANDATORY CRITERIA


This section is provided for LEAs to include, as is, in the Pupil Progression Plan as their SECTION II.    

Placement and Retention Policies

These policies address promotion and retention criteria for all students, including regular education students, student with disabilities, and Limited English Proficient students.

High Stakes Testing Policy

In developing the LEA’s Pupil Progression Plan, refer to the current High Stakes Testing Policy (Bulletin 1566) revised March 2010. 

A.  Kindergarten and First Grade Entrance Requirements

1. Every child, as a prerequisite to enrollment in any first grade of a public school, shall meet one of the following criteria:  (Bulletin 741 §1107 B.)

a. Have attended a full-day public or private kindergarten for a full academic  year; or

b. Have satisfactorily passed academic readiness screening administered by the LEA at the time of enrollment for first grade.

2. The minimum age for kindergarten shall be one year younger than the age required for that child to enter first grade. (Bulletin 741 §1111 C.)

a. The age at which a child may enter the first grade of any public school at the beginning of the public school session shall be six years on or before September thirtieth of the calendar year in which the school year begins. (Bulletin 741 §1111 B.)

b. Each local educational governing authority, by rule, may provide for a child of younger age to enter kindergarten, provided that such child has been evaluated and identified as gifted in accordance with the regulations of the DOE for such evaluation.  Any child admitted to kindergarten pursuant to this paragraph shall be eligible to enter first grade upon successful completion of kindergarten, provided all other applicable entrance requirements have been fulfilled. (Bulletin 741 §1111 C.1.)

c.   Any child transferring into the first grade of a public school from out-of-state and not meeting the requirements herein for kindergarten attendance shall be required to satisfactorily pass an academic readiness screening administered by the LEA prior to the time of enrollment for the first grade. (Bulletin 741 §1111 C.2.)

B. Kindergarten Screening

1.
Each LEA shall require that every child entering kindergarten for the first time be given a nationally recognized readiness screening.  The results of this screening shall be used in placement and for planning instruction.  The pupil progression plan for each LEA shall include criteria for placement. (Bulletin 741 §325 C.)

C.  Attendance Policy
1.
In order to be eligible to receive grades, high school students shall be in attendance a minimum of 30,060 minutes (equivalent to 83.5 six hour school days) per semester or 60,120 minutes (equivalent to 167 six hour school days) a school year for schools not operating on a semester basis. To receive Carnegie credit for a course, students must be present 94% of the required time listed in §907.  Elementary students shall be in attendance a minimum of 167 days (60,120 minutes) a school year. (Bulletin 741 §1103)
D.  Requirements of the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program

1.  A Pupil Progression Plan shall require the student’s proficiency on certain tests as determined by the BESE before he or she can be recommended for promotion. (R.S. 17:24.4)

2.
In addition to completing a minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie units of credit as required by BESE, the student shall meet assessment requirements to earn a standard high school diploma. (Bulletin 741 §2318 and §2319)

3.
A student who is a first-time fourth or eighth grader must score at or above the Basic achievement level on the English Language Arts or Mathematics components of the LEAP and at or above the Approaching Basic achievement level on the other (hereafter referred to as the passing standard) to be promoted to the fifth or ninth grade. (Bulletin 1566 §701)

4. All placement and promotion requirements for 4th and 8th graders shall be aligned with current BESE guidelines as outlined in the High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §701)

5. Students with disabilities participating in LEAP must be provided with accommodations as noted in the students’ IEPs. (Bulletin 1566 §701)

6. Students eligible for services under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 should have accommodations as noted on their individual accommodation plan (IAP).

7. Students with disabilities who participate in the LEAP Alternate Assessments (LAA 1 and LAA 2) shall have promotion decisions determined by the School Building Level Committee (SBLC).  (Bulletin 1566 §505 A.)

8. LEP students shall participate in statewide assessment. The SBLC shall be granted the authority to waive the State’s grade promotion policy for an LEP student. An LEP student who was granted a waiver at the 4th grade level is ineligible for a waiver at the 8th grade level. (Bulletin 1566 §707 E)
E.  Elementary Program of Studies Requirements

1. The elementary grades shall provide a foundation in fundamentals of English language arts, mathematics, social studies, science, health, physical education, and the arts. (Bulletin 741 §2313)
2.  Each elementary school shall provide 63,720 minutes of instructional time per year. (Bulletin 741 §333)
3.
Each grade level, grades one through eight, shall teach the content subject areas outlined in Bulletin 741, ensuring strict adherence to the Louisiana Content Standards and Grade-Level Expectations, and the Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum or a locally-developed and approved curriculum. (Bulletin 741 §2301)
4. Each LEA should adhere to the suggested and required minimum minutes for elementary grades. (Bulletin 741 §2313)
5.
Elementary schools shall offer an articulated foreign language program for 30 minutes daily in grades four through six, and 150 minutes per week in grades seven and eight. (Bulletin 741 §2313)
F.   Carnegie Credit Time Requirements

     Since each school shall provide 63,720 minutes of instructional time per year, the minimum amount of instructional time required for one Carnegie credit to be earned shall be as follows:  (Bulletin 741 §907)

1. 10,620 minutes for a six-period schedule;


2.  9,103 minutes for a seven-period schedule; and


3.  7,965 minutes for eight-period or 4 x 4 block schedules.

4. For other schedule configurations, a minimum of 7,965 minutes of instructional time     must be met for one Carnegie credit to be earned.

5. For credit recovery courses, follow the policy in §2324 of Bulletin 741.

6. For distance learning courses, time requirements do not apply. (Bulletin 741 §2395 A. 2.)
G.  High School Graduation Requirements

1. General requirements for a high school diploma and a Certificate of Achievement may be found in §2317 of Bulletin 741(revised 2010).
2.  A high school diploma cannot be denied to a student who meets the minimum state graduation requirements. (Bulletin 741 §2313)

3.  Graduation requirements for the College and Career Diploma may be found in §2318 of Bulletin 741, including the requirements for the following students:

· Students who entered the ninth grade prior to 2008-2009,

· Students entering the ninth grade in 2008-2009 and beyond who are completing the Louisiana Core 4 Curriculum, and

· Students entering the ninth grade in 2008-2009 and beyond who decide after their second year of high school to complete the Basic Core Curriculum.

4. Graduation requirements for the Career Diploma may be found in §2319 of Bulletin 741.

· Any student who is at least fifteen years of age or will attain the age of fifteen during the next school year, who scored at least at the Approaching Basic level on either the English language arts or mathematics component of the eighth grade LEAP test, and meets the criteria established in the Pupil Progression Plan of the LEA where the student is enrolled, may be promoted to the ninth grade for the purpose of pursuing a career diploma. (Bulletin 1566 §503)

· The student must successfully complete the LEAP summer remediation program in the subject area of the component of the eighth grade LEAP test on which he/she scored at the Unsatisfactory level and must take the summer retest.

· The student must have achieved a minimum cumulative grade point average of 1.5 on a 4.0 scale for course work required for completion of the eighth grade. 

· Acceptable Attendance Standards:  For the 2010-2011 school year, students must meet the attendance requirements in the Pupil Progression Plan.  For 2010-2011 and following, students must meet the state minimum attendance requirements to be eligible to receive grades.
· Acceptable Behavior Standards:  Students must meet the behavior requirements in the Pupil Progression Plan.
· A student must participate in a dropout prevention and mentoring program during his first year in high school as approved by the BESE.  Acceptable programs include research-based dropout prevention programs such as Jobs for America’s Graduates Multi-Year Program, Graduation Coach Program, or the school district may submit to the DOE a proven-effective, research-based dropout prevention and mentoring program other than the two listed above for approval by BESE.  All programs must include the following components:

· An academic catch-up component to address all the area(s) of student deficiency,

· An adult mentoring component with an emphasis on workforce awareness and readiness,

· A work awareness and work readiness skills component, and

· A work-based learning component, such as job shadowing/job exploration/paid internships.

· Every student who seeks to pursue a career diploma shall have the written permission of his/her parent or other legal guardian on the Career Diploma Participation Form after a consultation with the school guidance counselor or other school administrator.  The student and parent must be informed of the advantages and disadvantages of the different diploma pathways.  The signature of the student and parent or guardian indicates that a determination has been made that the pursuit of a career diploma is appropriate and in the best interest of the student.  The school principal shall also sign the form acknowledging that appropriate counseling has taken place. (Bulletin 1566 §503)

5.
Prior to the beginning of the school year, students may switch from the Career Diploma pathway to the College and Career Diploma pathway or vice versa, provided all requirements are met.  (Bulletin 741 §2317 G. and H.)

6.
All ninth graders in the College and Career Diploma will be enrolled in the LA Core 4 curriculum.  After the student has attended high school a minimum of two years, the student with parental permission may choose to complete the LA Basic Core Curriculum, provided all the requirements are met. (Bulletin 741 §2318 A.)

7.
In addition to completing a minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie credits, students must meet the assessment requirements to earn a College and Career diploma or a Career Diploma.  (Bulletin 741 §2318 B. and §2319 B.)

· Incoming freshmen prior to 2010-2011must pass the English language arts and mathematics components of the GEE or LAA2 and either the science or social studies components of the GEE or LAA2 to earn a high school diploma.

· Students with disabilities identified under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act shall be eligible for a waiver if the student meets all other graduation requirements and is able to pass two of the three required components of GEE or LAA 2 if the DOE review determines the student’s disability significantly impacts his/her ability to pass the final required GEE test. (Bulletin 741 §2318 B. and §2319 B.)
· Incoming freshmen in 2010-2011 and beyond must pass End-of-Course Tests in the following categories:

· English II or English III

· Algebra I or Geometry

· Biology or American History

· Students with disabilities identified under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act shall be eligible for a waiver if the student meets all other graduation requirements and is able to pass two of the three required EOC tests, and if the DOE review determines the student’s disability significantly impacts his/her ability to pass the final required EOC test. (Bulletin 741 §2318 B. and §2319 B.)
8.
Any student entering the ninth grade having scored Unsatisfactory in math or English on the eighth grade LEAP test must enroll in and pass a high school remedial course approved by BESE in the Unsatisfactory subject (English language arts or mathematics) before earning Carnegie credit for any other English or mathematics course. (Bulletin 1566 §503 B.)

H.  Scheduling

 A.
The purpose of scheduling within available time frames and staff resources shall be to meet the educational needs of students. (Bulletin 741 §901)
1.
A copy of the daily/weekly schedule of work providing for all subject areas in the curriculum shall be on file in the principal’s office and shall be posted at all times.

B.
Prior to student scheduling each year, each middle, junior, or high school shall provide the parent/guardian/legal custodian with a listing of course offerings, the content of each, and high school graduation requirements where appropriate.
1.
By the end of the eighth grade, each student, including students with disabilities, shall develop, with the input of his family, an Individual Graduation Plan (IGP).  Such a plan shall include a sequence of courses that is consistent with the student’s stated goals for one year after graduation.  

2.
Each student’s IGP shall be reviewed annually thereafter by the student, parents, and school advisor and revised as needed.

3.
Every middle, junior, or high school shall require that the parent/guardian/legal custodian sign his/her child’s schedule form and IGP for students in grades 8-12. 

C.
Student scheduling shall be individually appropriate and flexible to allow entry into and exit from courses and course sequences that are available for meeting curricular requirements.
I.   Grade Tampering

1.  Based upon local school board policy pursuant to these guidelines, each teacher shall, on an individualized basis, determine promotion or placement of each student [Act 750, R.S. 17:24.4 (G)].  Local School Board policies relative to pupil progression will apply to students placed in regular education programs, as well as to exceptional students and to students placed in alternative programs.  Placement decisions for exceptional students must be made in accordance with the least restrictive environment requirements of state and federal laws.

2.  No school board member, school superintendent, assistant superintendent, principal, guidance counselor, teacher, or other administrative staff member of the school or the central staff of the parish or city school board shall attempt, directly or indirectly, to influence, alter, or otherwise affect the grade received by a student from his/her teacher. (Bulletin 1566 §501 C.)

J.    Transfer Students

1.  A student transferred from a state-approved school, in- or out-of-state, public or nonpublic, shall be allowed credit for work completed in the previous school.  When a student transfers from one school to another, a properly certified transcript, showing the student’s record of attendance, achievement, immunization, and the units of credit earned, shall be required.  (Bulletin 741 §707)
a.
Records, including evaluation information for exceptional students transferring from another system, shall be reviewed by pupil appraisal and approved by the Supervisor of Special Education before the student is enrolled in a special education program.

b.
Students in grades five and nine transferring to the public school system from any in-state nonpublic school (state approved and unapproved), or home schooling program, or Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state school, shall be required to pass the English language arts and Mathematics portions of the state-selected LEAP  placement test.

2.  Local school officials from any state-approved school receiving a student from an   unapproved school, in- or out-of-state, approved home study programs, or foreign schools will determine the placement and/or credits for the student through screening, evaluations, and/or examinations.  (Bulletin 741 §707)
a.
The principal and/or superintendent may require the student to take an   examination on any subject matter for which credit is claimed.  

b.
The school issuing the high school diploma shall account for all credits required for graduation, and its records will show when and where the credit was earned.

c.
Students in grades five and nine transferring to the public school system from any in-state nonpublic school (state-approved and unapproved), or home schooling program, or Louisiana resident transferring from any out-of-state school, shall be required to pass the English Language Arts and Mathematics portions of the state-selected LEAP placement test.

3. Credits earned by students in American schools in foreign countries shall be           accepted at face value. (Bulletin 741 §707)
Transfer polices for students with disabilities

Districts will follow the procedures described in Bulletin 1706:  Regulations for the Implementation of the Children with Exceptionalities Act for enrollment of a transferring student with disabilities. 

· IEPs for Students who Transfer from Public Agencies in the Same State. If a student with a disability (who had an IEP that was in effect in a previous public agency within Louisiana) transfers to a new public agency within Louisiana, and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the new public agency (in consultation with the parents) shall provide a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to the student (including services comparable to those described in the student's IEP from the previous public agency), until the new public agency either: 1) adopts the student's IEP from the previous public agency; or 2) develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP that meets the applicable requirements in §320 through §324. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1706 §323)

· IEPs for Students who Transfer from Another State. If a student with a disability (who had an IEP that was in effect in a previous public agency in another state) transfers to a public agency in Louisiana, and enrolls in a new school within the same school year, the new public agency (in consultation with the parents) shall provide the student with FAPE (including services comparable to those described in the student's IEP from the previous public agency), until the new public agency:  1) 
conducts an evaluation pursuant to §§305 through 307 (if determined to be necessary by the new public agency); and 2) develops, adopts, and implements a new IEP, if appropriate, that meets the applicable requirements in §320 through 324. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1706 §323) 

· The Interim IEP shall be developed for students who have severe or low incidence impairments documented by a qualified professional concurrent with the conduct of an initial evaluation according to Bulletin 1508, Pupil Appraisal Handbook.  In addition:  1) An interim IEP may also be developed for students who have been receiving special educational services in another state concurrent with the conduct of an initial evaluation; and 2) An interim IEP may also be developed concurrent with the conduct of an initial evaluation for a student out-of-school, including students ages three-through-five, who are suspected of having a disability and for former special education students, through the age of twenty-two, who have left a public school without completing their public education by obtaining a state diploma. (Note: refer to Bulletin 1530 §111)

K.   Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students
The requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 are as follows:

1.  Establish procedures to identify language minority students.

2. Establish procedures to determine if language minority students are Limited English Proficient.

3. Establish procedures for age-appropriate placement and determine the specialized language services or program the district will use to address the linguistic and cultural needs of the limited English proficient student.

4.  Establish procedures to monitor former Limited English Proficient students for two years. 

5.  No LEP student shall be retained solely because of limited English proficiency.

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: Title VI prohibits discrimination on the grounds of race, color, or national origin by recipients of federal financial assistance. The Title VI regulatory requirements have been interpreted to prohibit denial of equal access to education because of a language minority student's limited proficiency in English.

(See: Louisiana District and School Administrators English Language Learners Program Handbook) 

L.  Alternative Schools/Programs/Settings

1. The local school board may establish alternative schools/programs/settings that shall respond to the particular educational need(s) of its students.


Note: Refer to Bulletin 741, Chapter 29, Alternative Schools and Programs

2.  A school system shall implement the PreGED/Skills Option Program and shall obtain approval from the LDE at least 60 days prior to the establishment of the program.  

     Note:  Refer to Bulletin 741 § 2907 for program guidelines.
M.  Review of Placement

  1.  Review of promotion and placement decisions may be initiated by the local school        board, superintendent and/or parent or guardian (R.S. 17:24.4(G)).

2. Each Local school board may adopt policies whereby it may review promotion and placement decisions, in order to ensure compliance with its local plan (R.S. 17:24.4(G)).

N.  Policies on Records and Reports

1.  Local school systems shall maintain permanent records of each student’s placement, K-12.  Each record shall be maintained as a part of the student’s cumulative file.

2. Student records for the purposes of these Guidelines shall include the following:

· Course grades;

· Scores on the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program;

· Scores on local testing programs and screening instruments necessary to document the local criteria for promotion;

· Information (or reason) for student placement (See definition of placement.);

· Documentation of results of student participation in remedial and alternative programs;

· Special education documents as specified in the approved IDEA-Part B, LEA application;

· A copy of the letter informing the parent of either the placement of the student in or the removal of the student from a remedial program; and

· A statement regarding written notification to the parent concerning retention and due process procedures. (Bulletin 741 §703)

O.  Policies on Due Process

1.  Due process procedures for teachers, students, and parents shall be specified in each local Pupil Progression Plan as related to student placement.  The local school system must ensure that these procedures do not contradict the due process rights of students with disabilities as defined in the IDEA-Part B. 

P.  Legislative Guidelines

1. Local school systems are encouraged to develop criterion-referenced testing programs for local assessment use (R.S. 17:391.7(G) and R.S. 17:24(H)).

2.
Local criteria for K-12 must supplement the content standards approved by the BESE (R.S. 17:24(G)).

      3. Local criteria must be coordinated with statewide curricular standards for required subjects, to be developed as part of the competency-based education plan (R.S. 17:24.4(E) and (G)).
SECTION III

LOCAL OPTIONS

Placement Policies

These policies address promotion and retention criteria applicable to regular education students, students with disabilities, and Limited English Proficient students.

In addition to the statewide mandatory criteria for student placement as presented in Section II of these guidelines, local school boards, by written local policies, may also establish local criteria to be used in determining student placement.  Such criteria shall be compatible with the statewide criteria established in Section II and shall be submitted to the LDE as part of the local Pupil Progression Plan.

Departmental Guidelines

Student scores on local testing programs may be used as additional criteria for determining pupil progression.  Additional skills may be specified and tested for mastery at the local level as additional criteria for placement.  With reference to pupil placement, the local school system shall state the name of the instrument and the publishers of other testing and screening programs to be used locally in grades K – 12 for regular and exceptional students.

Other Local Option Factors

In conjunction with the legislated guidelines and LDE directives, local school systems may include evaluative criteria in their local Pupil Progression Plans.  If other criteria are used, the Pupil Progression Plan must so specify.


The following questions will provide information regarding placement decisions determined by the Local Education Agency (LEA).  Please provide your response following each question using blue font.  If the local option is not provided by your LEA, include a statement that indicates such.  

Do not delete any questions or leave questions unanswered.
A.  Kindergarten Entrance and Screening

1. Name the nationally recognized readiness screening instrument used for every child entering kindergarten for the first time.

Every child entering kindergarten for the first time shall be given the Developing Skills Checklist (DSC) by McGraw Hill or other state mandated test. The test will be administered no earlier than thirty (30) days prior to the beginning of the school year or no later than 30 days after the beginning of the school year.  The results of this screening shall be used for planning instruction to meet the identified needs of the children.  The parent or guardian of each child shall be advised of the results of the child’s performance on the tests.  

2. Describe the LEA’s policy on early entrance into kindergarten for those students identified as gifted, if applicable.

There is no policy on early entrance into kindergarten for students identified as gifted.  However, students who are evaluated and identified as gifted attend the gifted classes at schools specified by the parish school system.  

3. Name the academic readiness screening instrument used for those students who are entering first grade without attending a full-day public or private kindergarten for a full academic year.  (This must be consistent with the instrument used for students being promoted from kindergarten.) 

Children who are entering first grade (age 6 by September 30) and have not attended a state approved kindergarten program will be administered DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators for Basic Early Literacy Skills).  This test measures letter naming fluency, phoneme segmentation fluency, nonsense word fluency.  

4. Name the academic readiness screening instrument used for those students from out of state who are entering first grade and not meeting the requirements herein for kindergarten attendance.  


The academic readiness screening instrument used for those students from out of 
state who are entering first grade and not meeting the requirements herein for 
kindergarten attendance will be DIBELS.

A.  Placement:  Grades K-12

1. List detailed and specific LEA course requirements, Carnegie unit requirements or other factors used for promotion by grade level (K – 12). If promotion criteria for 4th and 8th grade students exceed the state requirements of passing LEAP, list any additional requirements (i.e., passing certain courses, etc.) for those grades.  


      It is not necessary to re-write the Board’s High Stakes Testing Policy in this section.


a.  Promotion Policies for Kindergarten – Grade 5

Retentions must be discussed with parents.

The decision for promotion following summer remediation will be made by the

appropriate school staff at the school where the child will attend the new school

year.  Change in grade placement must be determined within the first ten days

of the student’s attendance at the school. 


To be promoted in grades K through 5, a student must meet the following criteria:

· An annual average of 60% (D average) in both reading and mathematics.  In grades 1-5 students must pass two other subjects.  

· A student may not be promoted if an “F” is earned in both 3rd and 4th nine weeks in the same subject. 

· A performance level of on or above grade level in reading and math, 




The term grade level refers to the grade placement with respect to skills 


as indicated according to adopted textbooks and the comprehensive 


curriculum.

· Fourth graders must meet state criteria for High Stakes Testing in Language Arts and Mathematics in addition to EBR Pupil Progression Plan Policies. In addition, students in grade four must score at or above the Basic/Approaching Basic combination in English/Language Arts or Mathematics on LEAP to be promoted. 
· A performance level of on or above grade level in reading and math. The term grade level refers to the grade placement with respect to skills as indicated according to adopted textbooks and the comprehensive curriculum. 
· Any student not meeting these criteria may be required to attend the extended year program, if available, to be considered for promotion.

· Parents must be given a review of their child’s progress at each conference period and be encouraged to be a part of the team to plan interventions to accelerate progress when needed.

The Progress Reports for grade K will be marked with the symbols, E, S, NI and U.




“E” = 90% - 100% 
 Excellence Performance

                                           
“S” = 75% - 89% 
 Satisfactory Work   





“NI”= 60% - 74%
Needs Improvement





“U” =   0% - 59% 
 Unsatisfactory Work

 The Grading Scale for Achievement in Grades 1-5 is:



A = 
90% - 100% 
Outstanding Achievement



B =
80% - 89%
Good Achievement



C =
70% - 79%
Satisfactory Achievement



D =
60% - 69%
Minimum Acceptable Achievements for Passing



F =
  0% - 59%
Failing


The teacher who has been responsible for instruction for at least 23 days of a 


reporting period marks a student’s Progress Report.


Remediation shall be offered to students who score at the Approaching Basic or


Unsatisfactory level on either the English/Language Arts or mathematics   
components of the 4th grade LEAP.


In order to move students toward grade performance, EBR shall design and 
implement additional instructional program options for those 4th grade students 
being retained. The purpose of the additional instructional options is to move the 
students to grade level proficiency by providing the following:      


Focused instruction in the subject area(s) on which they failed to achieve the                          
Basic/Approaching Basic combination on the LEAP, and


Ongoing instruction using locally developed curricula based on State-level
content 
standards for the core subject areas.

Examples of instructional options may include alternative learning settings, individual tutoring, transition or acceleration classes, or other instructional options appropriate to the students’ needs.  EBR also designs and implements additional instructional options for students in grades 3 and 4 who have been determined to be at risk of failing to achieve the Basic/Approaching Basic combination on LEAP.  Suggested options at the building level include:

·      Inclusion (small group sessions, instructional aide, small classrooms of 

           no more than 15 students),

·      Transition/acceleration classroom of no more than 15 students,

· Academic services provided by a math and/or reading specialist,

· Before and after school tutorial services with on-going assessment,

· Extra computer time on skills needed, and

· Individual or group tutoring before, during and after school.


Retention Limit

The decision to retain a student in the 4th grade more than once as a result of his/her failure to achieve the Basic/Approaching Basic combination on the English/Language Arts and/or mathematics components of LEAP shall be made by EBR in accordance with the local Pupil Progression Plan.

· Students retained in the 4th grade shall retake all four components of LEAP.

· A student in the 4th grade who is 12 years old on or before September 30th may be promoted according to the Pupil Progression Plan.

· For promotional purposes, however, a student shall score at or above the Basic/Approaching Basic combination on the English Language Arts and mathematics components of LEAP only one time.   

· Instructional options will be planned within each school to accommodate the academic needs of students who are retained.

· If a student has already been retained in fourth grade for the current year, has attended the summer program, and has been retested and has not achieved the Basic/Approaching Basic combination on LEAP and is being recommended for promotion by the SBLC, then a request for a System Level review is to be made at the end of the summer program.


b. East Baton Rouge Parish Promotion Policies for Middle School      Students – Grades 6, 7 & 8.


Criteria for Promotion and/or Alternative Placement
· Students must meet state attendance requirements by attending a minimum of 160 days.  

· Students (6, 7 & 8) must meet local course requirements as follows:


A student in the middle school with a 7-period day schedule will be promoted if that student makes a passing grade for the year in 
6 of the 7 courses taken or if that student passes 11 of the 14 semester credits. 


A student in middle school with a 9-period day schedule will be promoted if that student makes a passing grade for the year in 8 of 9 courses taken or if that student passes 15 of the 18 semester 
credits. If a student who changes schools goes from a 7-period to an 9-period day and ends up with 16 semester credits, he must 
pass 13 of the 16 semester credits.

Middle School Promotion Scale


1st 9 Weeks

2nd 9 Weeks
Semester Grade



F


D


D



D


F


F



B


C


C



C


B


B



C


F


D


1st Semester    +
2nd Semester




F


D


Pass



D


F


Fail



F


C


Pass



B


C


Pass



A, B, C

F


SBLC



D


B


Pass


**The school administration must check report cards immediately upon receiving them.  If the promotion status has not been determined, the administration must make the determination and inform parents prior to opening of summer school.

The Grading Scale for Achievement in Grades 6-8 is :




A = 
90% - 100% 
Outstanding Achievement




B =
80% - 89%
Good Achievement




C =
70% - 79%
Satisfactory Achievement




D =
60% - 69%
Minimum Acceptable Achievements for Passing




F =
  0% - 59%
Failing

Students who are enrolled in the Core Knowledge Acceleration Programs (CKAP) at other middle schools must pass seven out of nine semester credits and maintain at least a 1.0 point average per course.  Students enrolled in these alternative middle school environments will be enrolled in content area courses only, i.e. mathematics, English/Language Arts, science, and social studies.  The aforementioned requirement does not apply to Staring Education Center or Mohican Education Center.

The SBLC will make recommendations about Special Education students using the adopted policies of the LSBESE and the student IEP.  LEAP criteria will be followed for 8th grade students.

A student in the 8th grade must meet LEAP criteria for Promotion/Placement.


Grade 8 Promotion/Placement criteria



Regular promotion from grade 8 to grade 9

· A student must meet attendance and course requirements.

· A student who is a first-time eighth grader must score at or above the 



      Basic achievement level on the English Language Arts or mathematics 

                           components of the LEAP and at or above the Approaching Basic

                           achievement level on the other (hereafter referred to as the passing 

                           standard) to be promoted to the ninth grade. 

· A student who passes both the English/Language Arts and mathematics on the LEAP either in the spring or summer testing will be promoted.  This remediation and retesting will also be offered to on-level students who have disabilities.

· A student who fails to meet the criteria will be offered remediation and retesting.


c.  High School Graduation Requirements


Graduation Exit Examination

In addition to completing a minimum of 23 or 24 Carnegie units of credit, the student shall  also be required to pass the Graduation Exit Exam (GEE), as required by the State Department of Education (SDE) unless they are able to apply for the GEE waiver for students with disabilities (see appendix).  All students must have satisfactorily completed all 23 or 24 Carnegie units and passed English/Language Arts, mathematics, and science or social studies of the GEE in order to participate in the graduation exercise.  The first EOC cohort comprises students who were first-time ninth graders in 2010–2011 and all first-time ninth graders thereafter. First cohort students are required to score Fair or above on EOC English II or English III, Algebra I or Geometry, and Biology or American History to be eligible for a standard high school diploma. Under no circumstances will a student be allowed to participate in a graduation exercise if he/she has not satisfactorily completed all the requirements for graduation as set forth in the Pupil Progression Plan. All students who participate in the graduation exercise shall have been certified and deemed eligible to receive a diploma by the principal of the school from which the student is graduating.  However, the Superintendent shall have the discretion to allow students to participate in graduation exercises when it is warranted by exceptional circumstances.

If by April of the graduating year students who have earned the required 23 or 24 Carnegie units and the required coursework and have passed the state required graduate exam shall not be allowed to re-enter any high school and continue to take additional courses.  These students will be bestowed a diploma whether or not they choose to take part in formal graduation ceremonies.  This policy does not apply to exceptional students who are eligible to continue to receive educational services.      

Remediation and retake opportunities will be provided for students who do not pass the test.  However, these students will not be allowed to register and schedule additional course work.  


Grade Placement


Grade placement is to be determined only at the beginning of the school year for 
grades 9, 10, 11.  Grade placement for seniors can be determined at any time.

Grade 10 – by having earned no fewer than 5 units of credit

Grade 11 – by having earned no fewer than 11 units of credit

Grade 12 – by having scheduled sufficient units during the regular year to complete graduation requirements at the end of the school year


ACT 1034


A student who exhibits disruptive behavior, an incorrigible attitude, or any other 
discipline 
problems in general, may be recommended by the principal for expulsion, 
assignment to an 
appropriate alternative education program, or transfer to adult education if such student is:


(1) Seventeen years of age or older with less than (5) five units of credit toward graduation; 
(2) Eighteen years of age or older with less than (10) ten units of credit toward graduation; 
(3) Nineteen years of age or older with less than (15) fifteen units of credit toward 
graduation. (R.S. 17:224)


Credits

In Grades 9 through 12, units are earned based on semester grades.  An “A” through “D” or “P” will earn whatever units are possible for the course.  An “F” will not earn any units. Students receiving a certificate of achievement and participating to the best of their ability should receive passing grades but not Carnegie units.










The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education may approve five periods plus a Cooperative Education course for a total of eight credits. Students attending a Technical College earn one-half Carnegie Unit for a regular placement three-hour semester course equaling to 90 clock hours.

Information concerning district approved correspondence courses is available from the Director of Counseling and Guidance. Only one half Carnegie unit may be earned per semester course.

All credits must be counted the semester prior to the student’s classification as a senior, and each student shall be notified as to the number of credits he/she will have at the end of the semester.  This will depend on successful completion of all subjects taken during the semester.











    




3-year graduate

2nd semester of 10th grade




Midterm graduate

2nd semester of 11th grade




4-year graduate

2nd semester of 11th grade

Formal commitment shall be obtained from students on an appropriate form and approved by their parent/guardians indicating when they expect to graduate.  This form should be in the school files for all seniors no later than the end of the second month of their senior year.


Credits for transfer students

In cases, where a student transfers into the East Baton Rouge Parish School System and has completed a year of study and has received only yearly grades with no semester grades indicated, grades should be doubled in ranking.


Examples:  Civics-C; receives C for the 1st semester; C for the 2nd semester

 Grading Scale and Conversion Table





  G.P.A. = Total Quality Points






                 Total Units Attempted


 


Quality Points – Numerical Value of Grade


               

    Total Units Attempted


Numerical Value Table:



Marking Scale
       Regular Course
 
   Honors/Gifted Course


A = 90-100%

  A – 4


 
A – 5



B = 80 - 89%

  B – 3



B – 4



C = 70 - 79%

  C – 2



C – 3



D = 60 - 69%

  D – 1


 
D – 1



F   =    0 - 59%

  F – 0


F – 0



Marks that appear on the report card and progress report are:





 A   =
Outstanding Achievement





 B   =
Good Achievement





 C   =
Satisfactory Achievement

 
 D   =
Minimum Acceptable Achievement





 F   =
Failure




P    =
Pass

High school students may repeat a course for self-improvement only to establish 
eligibility to participate in extra curricular activities requiring specific standards.  
For 
the purpose of establishing eligibility, students may enroll in an accredited 
summer 
school sanctioned by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education for self-
improvement course work.  It should be understood that students needing 
repeat work 
will be given first option for available seats followed by students desiring courses for 
self-improvement.  The first recorded grade will remain on the transcript, but with the 
notation added to indicate that course was repeated along with the resulting grade.

For the purpose of self-improvement, students receiving a higher grade or grades will be granted the benefit of the higher grade or grades only for determining eligibility for extra curricular activities requiring specific standards. Further, a student may lose or gain eligibility within a given semester pursuant to the eligibility requirements set forth by the East Baton Rouge Parish School System and the Louisiana High School Athletic Association if tutorial services are evident. 

Grade point averages will be computed utilizing all course grades including those that have been repeated for the purpose of calculating class rankings.  A student who has achieved a grade of “A” shall not be allowed to repeat that same course for credit.
Grade changes for any high school Carnegie unit must be made no later than three weeks following the end of the previous semester. A grade change will only be allowed if an error was made in the calculation of the grade and with the approval of the building principal. The Superintendent or designee must approve any deviation from this policy. 


Class Rank for Determining Regular Education: Valedictorian and Salutatorian, 
Graduation Honors and Scholarships

Valedictorian and Salutatorian:  Regular Education

Beginning with the graduating class of 2010-2011, senior class rank will be determined by the
students’ weighted grade point average, including all subjects in grades 9-12.  Co-valedictorians will be recognized if these students have earned exactly the same grade point average.  In the event that a co-valedictorian is recognized, there will be a salutatorian also. To be considered for valedictorian and salutatorian, the students must be enrolled in that school for the entire senior year and must have been in attendance in this school system for the last four (4) semesters of high school.  This does not prevent other honors being bestowed.  However, a student cannot have been in high school for more than eight (8) semesters.

Honor Graduate

All seniors who compile a grade point average of 3.9500 and above shall be designated as graduating Summa Cum Laude.  All seniors who compile a grade point average in the range of 3.8500 to 3.9400 shall be designated as graduating Magna Cum Laude.  All seniors who compile a grade point average in the range of 3.500 to 3.8400 shall be designated as graduating Cum Laude.

Valedictorian and Salutatorian:  Gifted Education

Any student who has completed four or more semesters in the gifted program will be ranked as part of the gifted graduating class for purposes of determining valedictorian and salutatorian.

Any student who has enrolled in the gifted program for fewer than four semesters and is not enrolled in the gifted program during his/her senior year will be ranked as a part of the regular graduating class.  The guidance counselor, gifted coordinator, and school principal must review schedules of the ten top-ranked gifted students at the beginning of the student’s senior year to insure eligibility for consideration as valedictorian and/or salutatorian.

To be declared valedictorian or salutatorian of the gifted class, students will be required to complete a minimum of six Carnegie units during their senior year (completion of 11th grade to graduation).  Courses, which carry a weight of one or two semester hours of credit at a four-year institution, will earn one half of a Carnegie unit toward graduation at the high school level.  Those courses, which earn three, four, or five semester hours of college credit, will earn one full Carnegie unit.










Certificate of Achievement


Certificate of Achievement is an exit document issued to a student with a disability after he or she has achieved certain competencies and has met specified conditions as listed below.  The receipt of a Certificate of Achievement shall not limit a student’s continuous eligibility for services under these regulations unless the student has reached the age of 22.


Eligible students must meet the following Provisional Eligibility Criteria to be awarded a Certificate of Achievement

The student has completed at least 12 years of school or has reached the age of 22 (not to include students younger than 16).

The student has met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741.

Transition planning has been completed and documented.


The student participated in LEAP Alternate Assessment (Level 1 or 2); and

This student addressed the general education curriculum as reflected on the student’s IEP.


*NOTE:  The receipt of a Certificate of Achievement does not limit a child’s continuous 
eligibility for services under IDEA unless the child has reached the age of 22.
2.
Describe the LEA’s policy for awarding ½ unit of credit.

Any student who transfers into the school and has successfully completed 12 weeks of work in any given semester in a course(s) not offered at the receiving school and who cannot be placed in a comparable course should be given one half unit of credit.  One half (½) unit of credit shall be awarded for each successful semester completed of a full unit course.  

3. 
List the LEA’s grading scale for grades K – 12.  Include the process for determining 
weighted grades for honors, gifted, and/or Advanced Placement (AP) courses in high 
school.  Include grading policy for credit recovery courses.
  

The 1-12 grading scale is:

In K the grading scale is:



90% – 100% - A


“E” = 90% - 100% 
 Excellence Performance

              
80% –   89% - B        

“S” = 75% - 89% 
 Satisfactory Work   



70% –   79% - C


“NI = 60% - 74% 
Needs Improvement



60% –   69% - D


“U” =   0% - 59% 
 Unsatisfactory Work

             0% -   59%-F


Weighted Grades for High School Students


Weighted grades will be awarded to students in honors, gifted, and Advanced 
Placement courses based on the following quality points and grading scale:
          
   Letter Grade

   Quality Points

       Grading Scale
               
A



5.00



90% -100%

            
B



4.00



80% - 89%

         

C



3.00



70% - 79%

                      D



1.00



60% - 69%

                      F



0.00



  0% - 59%

When feasible, honors and/or gifted courses will be offered to high school students.

For middle school students beginning high school credit courses, grade and credit will appear on high school transcripts, but the quality points earned will not be used in determining high school grade point average or class rank.

The honors and gifted courses for high school will be selected only from the areas of English, mathematics, social studies, and science.  The EBRPSS honors curriculum guides must be used in order for the course to carry weighted grades.  Placing “H” after the course title will designate honors courses.

The Advanced Placement courses for high school will utilize Advanced Placement curriculum guides provided by the College Board.  Advanced Placement courses will be designated by placing “AP” after the course title.  All College Board Advanced Placement courses carry weighted credit

If each AP teacher has not completed the course audit and has had the course syllabus approved by the College Board, that course cannot be designated as an AP course on student transcripts.  Students may still take the course and are eligible to take the AP exam and will receive credit for their score that they receive on the AP exam.

.

College courses taken by students while enrolled in high school (concurrent enrollment) must have the prior approval of the principal and guidance counselor before enrollment.  College credit received will carry weighted credit. The counselor or appropriate supervisor must verify that the college course is on a higher level than the last course taken by the student in that subject.  The course will appear on the high school transcript under one of the following titles:




College Mathematics

College English




College Science


College Social Studies




College Foreign Language

College Computer Science

Courses, which carry one or two hours of credit at an approved two year or four-year institution, will earn one half of a Carnegie unit toward graduation at the high school level.  Those courses, which earn three to five semester hours of college credit, will earn one full Carnegie unit.  If a student transfers from one school to another, weighted grades apply for the purpose of awards given by the school only when the same honors courses are offered in the school to which the student transfers.  However, the final transcript will reflect all weighted credit and appropriate honors course designation.


The grading policy for credit recovery courses is as follows:



A = 
90% - 100% 
Outstanding Achievement



B =
80% - 89%
Good Achievement



C =
70% - 79%
Satisfactory Achievement



D =
60% - 69%
Minimum Acceptable Achievements for Passing



F =
  0% - 59%
Failing

4.  Describe the elementary foreign language program for academically able students in grades 4 – 8.

a.   Explain the local definition of the term “grade level” or “on grade level.”

      b.   List the model program sites.

c. List the designated subject area(s) for foreign language.

If your LEA was granted a waiver from full implementation of the elementary foreign language program, include a copy of the approval letter in the Appendix.

Elementary School

Foreign Language instruction in the elementary school, should be incorporated in the school day for thirty (30) minutes daily in grades 4 and 5 as part of the language arts and/or social studies curriculum, and shall be optional for all others.  Students on grade levels 4 and 5 who are not identified as academically able for instruction in the foreign language program shall receive instruction in basic skills from the classroom teacher during this period.  

In grades 6, 7, and 8 a minimum of 150 minutes a week for foreign language shall be required and shall be a part of language arts time allotment.  Required language instruction is contingent on funding.  All middle schools are model program sites.

a. The term grade level refers to the grade placement regarding exhibited 
 proficiencies on grade level competencies with respect to a skill as indicated according to adopted textbooks and the comprehensive curriculum.   


b.  All elementary schools that have foreign language teachers are model

           program sites.


c. The foreign language program in the elementary school shall be a part of the language arts and/or social studies curriculum.

Middle school students with stanines of seven, eight or nine in total reading on the iLEAP and as recommended by teachers may take a foreign language in lieu of reading.  Foreign language may be offered as an elective to those students who do not meet these criteria.    

5.
a.
List the acceptable behavior requirement for students who are being promoted to the ninth grade in the career diploma pathway and who have not met the LEAP promotional standard for entering the ninth grade.



All students, diploma pathway notwithstanding, are expected to fully comply with the Board approved Student Rights and Responsibilities Handbook and Discipline Policy.  Failure to comply, may impact a student's promotion as contemplated in this Pupil Progression Plan.

b.
List any other local requirements for students entering the career diploma pathway who are at least fifteen years of age or will attain the age of fifteen during the next school year and who did not meet the promotion standard but who score Approaching Basic on either the math or English component of the eighth grade LEAP test.


Graduation requirements for the Career Diploma may be found in §2319 of 
Bulletin 741.

· 
Any student who is at least fifteen years of age or will attain the age of fifteen during the next school year, who scored at least at the Approaching Basic level on either the English language arts or mathematics component of the eighth grade LEAP test, and meets 
the criteria established in the Pupil Progression Plan of the LEA where the student is enrolled, may be promoted to the ninth grade for the purpose of pursuing a career diploma. (Bulletin 1566 §503)

· The student must successfully complete the LEAP summer remediation program in the subject area of the component of the eighth grade LEAP test on which he/she scored at the Unsatisfactory level and must take the summer retest.

· The student must have achieved a minimum cumulative grade point average of 1.5 on a 4.0 scale for course work required for completion of the eighth grade. 

· Acceptable Attendance Standards:  For the 2010-2011 school year, students must meet the attendance requirements in the Pupil Progression Plan.  For 2010-2011 and following, students must meet the state minimum attendance requirements to be eligible to receive grades.
· Acceptable Behavior Standards:  Students must meet the behavior requirements in the Pupil Progression Plan.
· A student must participate in a dropout prevention and mentoring program during his first year in high school as approved by the BESE.  East Baton Rouge Parish School System will use a locally designed approved program called CKAP (Core Knowledge Acceleration Program) and Graduation Coach Program. All programs must include the following components:

· An academic catch-up component to address all the area(s) of student deficiency,

· An adult mentoring component with an emphasis on workforce awareness and readiness,

· A work awareness and work readiness skills component, and

· A work-based learning component, such as job shadowing/job exploration/paid internships.

· Every student who seeks to pursue a career diploma shall have the written permission of his/her parent or other legal guardian on the Career Diploma Participation Form after a consultation with the school guidance counselor or other school administrator.  The student and parent must be informed of the advantages and disadvantages of the different diploma pathways.  The signature of the student and parent or guardian indicates that a determination has been made that the pursuit of a career diploma is appropriate and in the best interest of the student.  The school principal shall also sign the form acknowledging that appropriate counseling has taken place. (Bulletin 1566 §503)


Prior to the beginning of the school year, students may switch from the Career Diploma pathway to the College and Career Diploma pathway or vice versa, provided all requirements are met.  (Bulletin 741 §2317 G. and H.)

B. Requirements of the LEAP, High Stakes Testing, Regular Placement 

1. Describe the LEA’s procedure for determining if a 4th or 8th grade student will receive a Mastery/Advanced waiver from the High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §707 A.)
The local school system (EBR) may override the state policy for students scoring at the Unsatisfactory level in English/Language Arts and mathematics if the student scores at the Mastery or Advanced level in the other provided that:

a. The student’s highest score on either the spring or summer LEAP must fall within twenty (20) scaled score points of the cutoff score for approaching basic.

b. The student will have a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale in the subject on which he/she scored Unsatisfactory on LEAP.

c. The student must have attended the LEAP summer school.

d. The student must have taken the LEAP retest given after LEAP summer school session has been concluded.

e. The student must have met state-mandated attendance regulations during the regular school year and any locally mandated regulations during summer school session.

f. The principal and the School Building Level Committee (SBLC) must review student work samples and attest that the student exhibits the ability of performing at or above the Basic achievement level in English/Language Arts and/or mathematics.

g. Samples of work must be submitted along with the report card and test reports to the Chief Academic Officer.



h.   Parental consent is granted.

2. Describe the LEA criteria that determine if a student is retained in 4th grade more than once as a result of failure to score at or above the required Basic/Approaching Basic achievement level on LEAP.

If a student has already been retained in the fourth grade, has attended and passed the summer program for the current year, has taken the summer retest and has not achieved the Basic, Approaching Basic combination on LEAP and is being recommended for promotion by the SBLC, then a request for a System Level review is to be made at the end of the summer program.   

3. Describe the criteria that determine to what grade a student will be promoted, if he/she has repeated the 4th grade at least once, as a result of failure to pass LEAP, and if he/she will be 12 years old on or before September 30th of the next school year. (Bulletin 1566 §703 C.)
A student who has been retained in fourth grade because of LEAP may be considered for promotion to sixth grade ONLY by documentation of meeting ALL the following criteria:

· A student must be 12 years old on or before September 30.

· The student must achieve the Basic/Approaching Basis combination on the English/Language Arts and mathematics components of LEAP. 

· The student must meet academic and attendance requirements.  

· The student must be recommended by the SBLC.

4. Describe the LEA’s criteria for determining which 4th grade student(s) will be granted a Twenty Point Appeal, as outlined in the High Stakes Testing Policy. Describe the criteria used by the SBLC to grant the appeal. (Bulletin 1566 §707 D.)
The District, through its superintendent, may grant an appeal on behalf of individual students provided that all of the following criteria are met:

· The student’s highest score in English/Language Arts and/or mathematics on either the spring or summer LEAP must fall within twenty (20) scaled score points of the cutoff score for Approaching Basic.

· The student shall have a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale in the subject(s) on which he/she scored Approaching Basic on LEAP.

· The student must have attended the LEAP summer remediation program.

· The student must have taken the LEAP retest given after LEAP summer remediation program has been concluded.

· The student must have met state-mandated attendance regulations during the regular school year and any locally mandated regulations during summer remediation program.   

· The principal and the School Building Level Committee (SBLC) must review student work samples and attest that the student exhibits the ability of performing at or above the Basic achievement level in English/ Language Arts and/or mathematics.

· Samples of work must be submitted with the report card and test results to the Chief Academic Officer.

5.  Describe the fourth grade transitional program required for students who meet the criteria.  (Bulletin 1566 §703 B.)


EBRPSS will offer a transitional program for students who meet the following 
criteria:    

· the student must score at the Approaching Basic/Approaching Basic achievement level on the English language arts and mathematics components of LEAP.

· the student must have met all requirements for promotion from the fourth grade as outlined in the pupil progression plan; and

· the student must have participated in both the summer remediation program and the summer retest. 


The students will be provided remediation in the subject area(s) on which the 
student scored below Basic on LEAP as well as instruction in the fifth grade 
curriculum. 


The criteria for promotion to the sixth grade from a fourth grade transitional 
program are:

· the student must score a minimum of Basic/Approaching Basic on English language arts and math and a minimum of Approaching Basic/Approaching Basic on science and social studies on the fourth grade LEAP; and

· the student must have met all requirements for promotion from the fifth grade as outlined in the pupil progression plan. 

 6.  Describe any local criteria that are used to determine if an 8th grade student is granted the U/B waiver allowed by the State’s High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §707 B.)  


Modification for 8th grade students only - in addition to the current override.
The local school system (LEA) may override the State policy for 8th grade students scorinq at the Unsatisfactory level in Enqlish language arts or mathematics, if the student scores at the Basic level in the other content area, provided that the followinq criteria are met

· the student scores Approaching Basic or above in Science and Social Studies;

· the student has an overall 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale;

· the student has 92% attendance; and

· the student has participated in both the spring and summer administrations of LEAP 21 and has attended the summer remediation proqram offered by the LEA (the student shall participate in the summer retest only on the subject that he/she scored at the Unsatisfactory achievement level during the sprinq test administration).,
NOTE: If a student meets the criteria for this override, and is promoted with an Unsatisfactory, the student must still enroll in and pass a high school remedial course in the Unsatisfactory subject before enrolling in or earning Carnegie credit for English or mathematics.

The student who has repeated the 8th grade may be either:

· Retained again in the 8th grade,

· Promoted to the 9th grade, provided that the student has scored at the Approaching Basic level on either the English Language Arts or Mathematics component of LEAP, has attended the LEAP 21 summer remediation program offered by the District in, at a minimum, the Unsatisfactory subject, and has taken the summer retest administered at the conclusion of the summer program.  If promoted with an Unsatisfactory on the English Language Arts or Mathematics component of LEAP, the student must enroll in and pass a high school remedial course in the unsatisfactory subject (English language arts or mathematics) before enrolling in or earning Carnegie credit for English or mathematics.

7.  Describe any local criteria that are used to determine if an 8th grade student is granted the AB/AB waiver allowed by the State’s High Stakes Testing Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §707 C.)  


After the summer retest, the school system, through the superintendent, may 
consider a waiver for an 8th grade student who has scored at the 
Approaching 
Basic level on both the English Language Arts and 
Mathematics components of 
LEAP. The District may grant a waiver to 
promote a student to 9th grade in 
accordance with the local Pupil 
Progression Plan provided the following criteria are met:

· The student has scored at the Approaching Basic level on both the English Language Arts and Mathematics components of LEAP.
· The student has been retained in the 8th grade and has scored below the Approaching Basic level on both the English Language Arts and mathematics components of LEAP.
· The student has attended and passed the LEAP summer remediation program offered by the District.

· The student has taken the summer retest administered at the conclusion of the summer program.
· The student must retake the component(s) (English Language Arts and/or Mathematics) of the retest on which a score of Approaching Basic or below was attained on the spring test.

In the event a student does not pass the LEAP remediation class, the final grade on the student’s report card may be used for the SBLC waiver.
Exceptions to the High Stakes Testing policy may include:

Policy Override
The local school system (LEA) may override the State policy for students scoring at the Unsatisfactory level in English language arts or mathematics, if the student scores at the Mastery or Advanced level in the other, provided that

· the decision is made in accordance with the local Pupil Progression Plan, which may include a referral to the School Building Level Committee (SBLC);

· the student has participated in both the spring and summer administrations of LEAP 21 and has attended the summer remediation program offered by the LEA (the student shall participate in the summer retest only on the subject that he/she scored at the Unsatisfactory achievement level during the spring test administration); and

· parental consent is granted.

9. Describe the function of the SBLC as it relates to student promotion and retention.  

The School Building Level Committee (SBLC) will deal with all questions that arise regarding the intervention strategies, referrals for consideration of 504 eligibility, promotion, retention, and placement in any education program of a student at any grade level.  The SBLC report forms shall be filled out and sent to inform parents of any retention or placement of a student in a grade other than routine placement.


The SBLC functions

To arrive at a decision as to whether or not the student has met the standards for promotion.  (The SBLC does not have the authority to promote a student who does not meet the standards for promotion.) The principal shall make the decision for placement when the SBLC is equally divided.   The SBLC Report to Parents form concerning grade placement for the next school year should be mailed home.    

10. Describe the locally-mandated attendance requirements for summer remediation that are used as a criterion for exceptions to High Stakes Policy. (Bulletin 1566 §707)  

The student must have attended the LEAP summer remediation program and must have met state-mandated attendance regulations during the regular school year and locally mandated regulations during summer remediation programs.

D.   Progression of students participating in LEAP Alternate Assessments
1. Describe how the SBLC determines progression of students with disabilities participating in LEAP Alternate Assessments. List the specific criteria that will be used by the SBLC.

A. Policies for the Progression of Exceptional students who are participating in alternative assessment (LAA 1)

Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities are eligible to participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1). Although the student is eligible for LEAP Alternate Assessment, the IEP team may decide that the student should participate in the general statewide assessment.  A student participating in LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) has an instructional program that emphasizes functional, rather than academic skills.  A student participating in LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) is progressing toward a Certificate of Achievement. If a student continues to participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, it is highly unlikely that he or she will earn a regular high school diploma.  Students must pass all required components of the Graduation Exit Examination (GEE) and earn the necessary 23 or 24 Carnegie Units in order to receive a regular high school diploma.

To be eligible to participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1), a student MUST meet ALL of the criteria listed below.

The student’s impairments cause dependence on others for most, if not all, daily living needs, and the student is expected to require extensive ongoing support in adulthood.

· The student’s instructional program emphasizes life skills and functional applications of the general curriculum.  

· The student requires extensive instruction on functional skills in multiple settings (e.g., school, work, home, community) to acquire, maintain, and generalize skills necessary for application in school, work, home, and community environments. 

· Current longitudinal data (e.g., classroom observation, task analyses, 

      progress on IEP objectives, evaluations, and parental information) indicate the student should participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment.

· The decision for LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) in not solely based on the student’s placement.

· The decision for LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) is not solely based on the student’s disability according to Bulletin 1508.

· The decision for LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) is not solely based on excessive or extended absences.  

· The decision for LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) is not solely based on social, cultural, and/or economic differences.  

· The decision for LEAP Alternative Assessment (LAA 1) is not based on its anticipated impact on School Performances Scores.  

· The decision for LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) IS AN IEP TEAM 

      DECISION BASED ON THE NEEDS OF THE STUDENT; IT IS NOT AN ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION.  

· Students meeting criteria for LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 1) must 

      have one of the exceptionalities listed below as documented on the          

      student’s current multidisciplinary evaluation. Only one may be selected.  

· Profound Mental Disability 

· Severe Mental Disability

· Moderate Mental Disability

· Multiple Disabilities 

· Traumatic Brain Injury 

· Autism 

· It is possible, though unlikely, that the LAA may be the appropriate assessment for a student with some other exceptionality who functions like a student with a significant cognitive disability.  

B. The student participating in the alternative assessment (LAA 1) will progress from one grade level to the next if he/she meets the following assurances:

· The student has met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741.

· Transition planning, if noted on the IEP, has been addressed by the       student and documented by the teacher.  

· The student participated in the alternate assessment (LAA 1).

· The student is making progress towards the IEP Goals

C.
Students with persistent academic disabilities who are served under IDEA are eligible to participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 2).  Although the student is eligible for LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 2), the IEP team may decide that the student should participate in the general statewide assessment.  A student participating in LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 2) has an instructional program that is predominately academic in nature and may include application of academic content across environments to ensure generalization of skills.  A student participating in LEAP Alternate Assessment (LAA 2) is performing below grade level and is highly unlikely to earn a high school diploma, but will be eligible to receive a Certificate of Achievement.  Students must pass all required components of the Graduation Exit Exam (GEE 21) and earn the necessary 23 or 24 Carnegie Units in order to receive a regular high school diploma.  


To be eligible to participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment Level 2 (LAA) a student MUST meet ALL of the criteria listed below:

· The student scored at the Unsatisfactory level in English language arts       and/or mathematics on the previous year’s LEAP/iLEAP/GEE or participated in LAA 1 or LAA 2. 
· The student’s IEP reflects a functioning grade level in English language arts  (including reading) and/or mathematics at least three (3) grade levels below the actual grade level in which he or she is enrolled.  
· The student’s instructional program is predominately academic in nature, and may include application of academic content across environments to ensure generalizations of skills.  
· The decision to test the student in LAA 2 is not based on a disability category.
· The decision to test the student in LAA 2 is not based on placement setting.
· The decision to test the student in LAA 2 is not determined administratively.
The student participating in the Alternate Assessment Level 2 (LAA 2) shall have promotion decisions determined by the SBLC if he/she meets the following assurances:

· The student has met attendance requirements according to Bulletin 741.  

· Transition planning, as noted on the IEP, has been addressed by the  student and documented by the teacher.

· The student participated in the Alternate Assessment (LAA 2).


GEE Waiver for Graduating Seniors with Disabilities


In June 2005, the Louisiana Department of Education and the Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education adopted a waiver process for student with disabilities 
seeking a standard high school diploma. A student with a disability could be eligible to 
receive a diploma if the student passes all but one of the required components of 


the Graduate Exit Exam (GEE), meets all other graduation requirements, and has the 
required documentation for the waiver request, including evidence that the student 
participated in remediation and how the disability or disabilities impacted the student’s 
inability to pass the 
assessment. The flexibility granted under this rule applies only to 
graduating seniors or students who have previously left school who have a disability 
or disabilities defined by the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act 
(IDEA).


The GEE is administered four times each year. The deadline for submitting waiver 
requests to 
the office of accountability for students who participate in the GEE is 
three weeks prior to the test date.

E.  Limited English Proficient Students

1. Describe the procedures the LEA has established to identify language minority students.


The following procedures are in place to identify language minority students seeking attendance in East Baton Rouge Parish schools:

· All students registering must respond to Home Language Survey questions on the EBRPSSSS Student Registration and Data Verification Form - Language spoken at home; Language first acquired by student; Language most often spoken by student.  

· If a language other than English is indicated on any of the three questions, then the student is considered language minority and must be screened for English language proficiency at the ESL Office. 

2. Describe the procedures the LEA has established to determine if language minority students are limited English proficient.

· Identified language minority students, without state English Language Development Assessment (ELDA) scores, are administered the Language Assessment Scales (LAS) instrument which measures English proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Results from the LAS determine whether the student is “limited English proficient” and, therefore, is to be offered a specialized language program.  

· Designated district staff members are trained in the administration and 
scoring of the LAS to determine English proficiency.

· If a language minority student has current state English Language Development Assessment (ELDA) scores (or similar tests from other states), then those scores are used to determine limited English proficiency status.  

3. Describe the procedures for age appropriate placement and the specialized language services or program the LEA will use to address the linguistic and cultural needs of the limited English proficient student.

If a parent/guardian of an identified limited English proficient (LEP) student does not refuse services, the LEP student is placed in a comprehensive educational program that is designed and proven to provide an education that leads to the attainment of English language proficiency and academic achievement.  LEP students have access to all additional services and programs available to other students.

LEP student placement is based on the results obtained through the LAS screening instrument or state ELDA scores.  Students identified as LEP in any language domain will be coded LEP in the Student Information System (SIS).  

LEP students must be placed in an age-appropriate grade.  If a LEP student enters the school system with no academic records, it is recommended that the student be placed in a grade corresponding to his or her age.  LEP students with records are placed in grades indicated on recent school reports.  

The East Baton Rouge Parish School System’s specialized language programs for English language acquisition and academic achievement are research based educational models:

· English as a Second Language (ESL): This approach is designed primarily to teach LEP students English language skills.  The program also teaches study skills, content vocabulary, and cultural orientation.  The medium of instruction is English with little or no use of native language.

· Sheltered English Instruction:  An instructional approach similar to content-based ESL programs focusing on making academic instruction in English comprehensible to LEP students.  In the sheltered classroom, teachers use physical activities, visual aids, learning strategies, and other methods and resources to teach academic language and concept development in mathematics, science, social studies, and other subjects.  

4. Describe the procedures the LEA has established to monitor former Limited English Proficient students for two years.


As detailed in the Office of Civil Rights guidance, language minority students can be exited from a language program when they attain levels of English proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, writing and comprehension  so that they will be able to meaningfully participate in general education classes and reach levels of academic achievement commensurate with that of their English-speaking peers.  

When LEP students score full English proficiency on the ELDA in the language domains, they no longer require participation in the ESL and Sheltered Content classes.  However, the student will retain LEP coding status in the SIS until the criteria in BESE Bulletin 111, Chapter 40 have been met:

“To be considered English proficient, a LEP student must score for:

1. For grades K-2:

· Two years at composite level 5 on the English language development assessment (ELDA); or

· One year at composite level 5 on ELDA; and one year at grade-level/benchmark/low-risk on a standardized reading assessment, such as DEA or DIBELS.

2. For grades 3-12:

· Composite level 5 on ELDA; or

· One year at composite level 4 on ELDA; and one year at proficient on English language arts portion of the iLEAP, LEAP, GEE, LAA 1, or LAA 2. 

Students with disabilities who are unable to meet the above exit criteria after 4 years or more in LEP status because of their disability, as decided only by consensus of the members of the school building level committee (SBLC), may be exited from LEP status (but will still be required to take statewide assessments). 

District or school administrators are responsible for identifying qualified ELDA test administrators.

Designated persons at school sites are responsible for removing LEP status in the E Schools Plus, which serves as the information basis for SIS.  

ESL teachers at ESL Center Schools and at the ESL Office will be responsible for monitoring academic progress, including formally reviewing benchmark assessments/grades on a regular basis.  ESL personnel must provide parental notification if a student is reclassified as LEP.  

F.  Acceleration

1. Describe the policies and procedures that address the placement of students who evidence that they will benefit more from the instructional program at an advanced grade level.  Address criteria for both grades K – 8 and grades 9 – 12.

The East Baton Rouge Parish School System is committed to provide appropriate means for students of high academic ability to develop their potential.  The provisions are as follows:

The classroom teacher provides enrichment and acceleration for these students in regular classrooms.  If the student continues to need a more challenging placement, the school administrator, guidance counselor, parent, student, or any currently assigned classroom teacher of the student will request screening and testing for Gifted identification and services.  Accelerated promotion may be considered for eligible students at the elementary and middle school levels.


Elementary and Middle School Opportunities for Acceleration

Elementary and middle school students of high ability are normally provided enrichment with other students of their own chronological age.  In instances where a student seems out of place with his/her own age group and shows evidence of ability to fit in better intellectually, emotionally, and socially with a more mature group, an appeal should be made by a teacher, parent, guidance counselor, or principal to the School Building Level Committee (SBLC) for an initial recommendation as to whether it would be an advantage for the student to be promoted to a class at a higher grade level than the student’s normal placement.  A Limited English Proficient (LEP) student must not be denied acceleration solely on the basis of English proficiency.  Refer to Bulletin 1851: pp. 2, 3 and 13.  Title IV, Civil Rights Act, 1964, 42 U.S.C.  Section 200d 
and the Equal Educational Opportunity Act of 1974 20 U.S.C.  Section 1703 (f).

 “Middle school students intending to take Algebra I for Carnegie credit must  demonstrate mastery of the eighth grade Grade-Level Expectations (GLEs) in mathematics by successfully completing an accelerated seventh grade course that addresses both seventh and eighth grade mathematics GLEs and passing an exam  developed by the Louisiana Department of Education or the EBRPSSSS Curriculum and Instruction Department on the eighth grade GLEs in mathematics before taking the Algebra I course.”  

Criteria for Middle School Students Enrolling in Courses 

For Carnegie Credit

A middle school student wishing to enroll in a course for Carnegie credit shall meet the following criteria:

· Successfully complete a corresponding 7th grade advanced curriculum course that covers both 7th and 8th grade GLEs with a letter grade of A or B.

· Obtain a score of  70 % correct on a state Grade 8 GLE Mathematics and/or other GLE-base courses

· Additional supporting documentation may be taken in consideration such as, performance in the seventh grade advanced course, proficiency (basic or above) on the seventh grade iLEAP, and teacher recommendation for students who score between 60 and 69% on the state developed test of 7th and 8th grade GLEs.

Students entering 8th grade from outside of the district who wish to enroll in a course for Carnegie credit shall meet the following criteria:

· Obtain a score of 70% correct on the state Grade 8 GLE Mathematics and/or other GLE-base courses

· Demonstrate proficiency (on grade level or above) on a standardized test at the appropriate grade level.

· A letter grade of B or better in a 7th grade math course.

We reserve the right to administer a proficiency exam if necessary. Students at the middle school who are unsuccessful in the high school course at the end of the first nine-week period will be recommended for a placement change from the high school course to a middle school course in that subject area.  When a schedule change is made, the grade earned in the high school course will be transferred to the middle school course.  A form shall be sent home for a signature of parent and student explaining the implications of failing the high school credit courses.  Teachers of these courses must be state certified in the subject area taught.
Proficiency Examinations for Home School Students and Non-Approved High School Students

High school credit shall be granted to a student following the student’s passing of a proficiency examination for the eligible course.  A locally developed proficiency examination shall be made available to a student when a school official believes that a student has mastered eligible subject matter and has reached the same or a higher degree of proficiency as that of a student who successfully completed an equivalent course at the regular high school or college level.  Proficiency examinations will not be given for honors course.

The testing instrument and the passing score shall be submitted for approval to the Division of Student Standards and Assessments, State Department of Education.  The course title, year taken P/F (Pass or Fail) and unit of credit earned shall be entered on the Certificate of High School Credits (transcripts), P or F earned for proficiency credits will not be used in computing G.P.A.  Standardized proficiency exams developed by the East Baton Rouge Parish Office of Academic Accountability will be administered to students requesting these exams by the office during the summer only.  M.P.S. (Minimum Proficiency Standards) must be indicated in the remarks column.  Students shall not be allowed to take proficiency examinations in courses previously completed in high school or at a level below that which they have completed or in which they are enrolled. 


High School Opportunities for Acceleration


Core Knowledge Acceleration Program

· A student must participate in a dropout prevention and mentoring program during his first year in high school as approved by the BESE.  East Baton Rouge Parish School System will use a locally designed approved program called CKAP (Core Knowledge Acceleration Program) and Graduation Coach Program. All programs must include the following components:

· An academic catch-up component to address all the area(s) of student deficiency,

· An adult mentoring component with an emphasis on workforce awareness and readiness,

· A work awareness and work readiness skills component, and

· A work-based learning component, such as job shadowing/job exploration/paid internships.

Advanced Placement Program

High school credit shall be granted to a student successfully completing an Advanced Placement course or a course designated as Advanced Placement regardless of the test score on the examination provided by the College Board.



a.  Procedures established by the College Board must be followed.   

b. Courses listed in the Program of Studies may be designated as Advanced  Placement courses without requesting permission from the State Department of Education by inserting the words Advanced  Placement in parentheses following the title on the Certificate of High School Credit.

c. Adding elective courses to the Program of Studies for Advanced Placement may be done.



d.  Refer to Standards 2.105.443 and 2.105.50 (Bulletin 741, Rev. 6/89).

High School Credit for College Courses (Dual Enrollment) 

a. The following polices apply to students attending colleges or other post           secondary institutions on a part time basis.    

b. The principal of high school shall approve in advance the course to be pursed by the student in college.

c. 
The student shall meet the entrance requirements established by the college.
d. 
The principal of the high school shall verify that the contents of the college course meet the standards and grade-level expectations of  the high school course for which the student is receiving credit.

e.
The student shall earn at least two or three college hours of credit per semester.  A course consisting of at least two college hours shall be counted as no more than one unit of credit toward high school graduation.  

f. 
The high school administrator shall establish a procedure with the college to receive reports of the student’s class attendance and performance at the six-or nine-week intervals.  

g. 
College courses shall be counted as high school subjects for students to meet eligibility requirements to participate in extra-curricular activities  governed by voluntary organizations.  

h. Students may participate in college courses and special programs during regular or summer sessions.  

 i. 
For gifted students, entry into a college course for credit shall be stated in the student’s IEP. 

High School Credit for College Courses in Vocational Education (Dual Enrollment)

a. The student shall meet the entrance requirements established by the                       college.  

 1)
The principal of the school shall approve the advanced offering to be taken by the student in college.

2) The high school administrator shall establish a procedure with the  

      college to receive reports of the student’s class attendance and

      performance at six or nine-week intervals.

Credit Recovery

 Credit recovery refers to instructional programs that are self-paced and competency-based for students who have failed courses taken previously.

· Students earning Carnegie credit in a credit recovery course must have previously taken and failed the course.

· Students shall not be required to meet attendance requirements, provided students have met attendance requirements when they took the course previously or the students' combined attendance during the previous course and the credit recovery course meet the attendance requirements.

· Credit recovery courses must be aligned with the state's content standards and grade-
level expectations.

· Credit recovery courses taught in a classroom setting using computer software programs designed for credit recovery must be facilitated by a certified teacher.

  
      a.  Additional instruction to cover standards and grade-level expectations not 

          included in the software programs shall be provided by a teacher properly 

          certified in the content area.

· One of the following criteria must be met for a student to earn Carnegie credit in a credit recovery course.

             a. The student must successfully complete the course requirements for a computer-
           based credit recovery program approved by the DOE.

Summer school

·    Approved schools may offer summer school to enable students to schedule courses to enrich their experiences, to take new subjects, and to enable students who have failed in subjects to remove deficiencies. Each LEA that offers summer school shall adhere to the standards below.

· The summer school administration shall have written permission from the principal of the student's home school for the student to attend summer school if high school credit is to be awarded. 
·   Summer schools shall offer 90 hours of instruction for 1/2 unit of new credit, 180 hours for one unit of new credit, 60 hours of instruction for 1/2 unit of repeat credit, 120 hours for one unit of repeat credit, and 50 or more hours for 1/2 unit for GEE 21 Remediation.
· In order to be eligible to receive credit, summer school students shall be in attendance a minimum of 70 hours for 1/2 unit of new credit, 140 hours for 1 unit of new credit, 47 hours for 1/2 unit of repeat credit or credit for GEE 21 Remediation, and 94 hours for one unit of repeat credit.

Louisiana Virtual School

Distance education programs shall support the mission of the standards-based initiatives, i.e., "to develop rigorous and challenging standards that will enable all Louisiana students to become lifelong learners and productive citizens for the 21st century."

Distance education shall comply with all policies set forth by BESE as stated in current         Bulletin 741―Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators with the exception of §907, Secondary Class Times and Carnegie Credit.

Students can earn Carnegie credit by successfully completing all course requirements for   distance education courses

2.  Describe the LEA criteria for acceleration, including who is involved in the decision-     making process, what evaluation criteria are used, and other local policies.
If the SBLC determines that such accelerated promotion would probably be      advantageous for the student, then the following criteria must be met:

The student must show documented mastery skills and concepts in math, reading, and other facets of language arts by these means:  score in the ninth (9th) stanine of above the 96” percentile on standardized test in total reading and math or the advanced level on LEAP in English/Language Arts and Mathematics.

The Accelerated Promotion Committee, which will consider possible accelerated promotion, shall be composed of five members:  the classroom teacher, principal, counselor, a designee of the central office (E.g. Director, Gifted Supervisor, Physical Education Teacher, etc.), and the parent.  Both parents are encouraged to attend the conference, but together they are
considered as one member of the committee.  The recommendations for acceleration must be supported by a minimum of four members of the committee and should be based on careful review of all the data and probably success of student adjustment.

a. Written informed consent must be obtained from parents or legal guardians for the proposed advanced placement.

b.  No student will be considered for accelerated promotion more than (2) times total during the period of grades 1-8.

c.  Review of placement for any proposed acceleration for the next school year must be indicated prior to the last grading period of the current school year.

2. Describe any applicable policies and procedures for grade “skipping.”

Grade “skipping” must follow the same criteria as listed for the accelerated promotion

3. Describe any policies governing services for gifted students.


Exceptional Students:  Academically Gifted and/or Talented 



Criteria

The East Baton Rouge Parish System provides appropriate means for students with superior ability whose needs cannot be met in the regular classroom.  The provisions are as follows:  

Students with superior ability as defined by the Pupil Appraisal Handbook of the Louisiana State Department of Education Bulletin 1508 are identified gifted and/or talented according to State criteria and eligible to participate in the Academically Gifted and/or Talented program.  



Placement

Information from the East Baton Rouge Parish School Board Pupil Appraisal Approved Evaluation, teacher recommendations and concerns, and parental concerns are used by the IEP Committee to determine placement for Gifted students.

The IEP is designed to meet both academic and emotional needs of the Gifted student.

Site determination is made by the Supervisor of the Gifted and Talented Programs in accordance with space availability.  

a.  Accelerated Grade Placement


Careful consideration should be given prior to recommending gifted students for an accelerated grade placement.  Accelerated grade placement dose not take the place of gifted education.  Students receiving services as gifted have an IEP to address and meet their special needs.  Parents can refuse gifted services at this time.

b.  Revision of Gifted and/or Talented Placement 


IEP Goals and Objectives are reviewed through the IEP process at least once a year.  At that time, the IEP committee makes revisions and additions to the IEP as needed to meet the individual needs of the student.  Recommendations for a re-evaluation or change of placement can be requested by anyone on the IEP committee at any time.  

4. Describe any programs offered such as High School Credit for Middle School students.  However, it is not necessary to include the criteria identified in §2321 of Bulletin 741.
High school credit taken by elementary and middle school students may be earned according to provisions of Bulletin 741.  

G. Transfer Students

1. Describe the policies for the placement of all students, including kindergarten, transferring from all other systems and the provisions for awarding credit for elementary (K – 8) and secondary (9 – 12), including:

a.   Approved schools within the state (public/nonpublic)

b.   Approved out-of-state schools (public/nonpublic)

c.   Home Study and Unapproved schools (public/nonpublic)

i.   Provisions for LEAP/iLEAP Students

ii.   Names of the entrance tests used to determine grade placement

iii. The procedure used for determining Carnegie credit for high school students

When an over-aged student transfers into East Baton Rouge Parish during the school year and is inappropriately age placed, the school administrator and the appropriate assistant superintendent shall determine the appropriate placement.  LEAP policies must be followed for students entering grades 5 and 9.
Transfer from Approved Public Schools Within the State/Outside of Louisiana (Regular education students)

Transfers from school systems within the state but outside the parish are subject to state requirements.  Students who transfer from other public schools shall present documentation of regular or remedial placement from the principal of the transferring school to the principal of the receiving school.  Such placement will be maintained until complete documentation is obtained from the transferring school or SBLC determines other placement.  Documentation shall include a properly certified transcript showing the student’s record of attendance, achievement, immunization records, and the units of credit earned.

Students in grades 5 and 9 transferring to the public school system from any instate nonpublic school (state approved and unapproved), any out-of-state school or home schooling program shall be required to pass both the English/Language Arts and mathematics portions of the state-developed LEAP placement test.  After February 15, any 5th or 9th grader is not required to take these placement tests.  Out-of-state residents do not have to take the placement test if they were promoted to the fifth or ninth grade.   

2.  Describe the procedures for Interim IEPs.

a.  Regular Education Students

      A student shall be received from a non-public or foreign school when official transfer materials from the sending school are received from the sending school.  The transfer materials must include a statement of grade placement, a record of courses taken and currently scheduled, and a status of school obligations (textbooks, debts, etc.).  The transfer materials will be used to determine initial placement of the student.  Members of the School Building Level Committee may review available information to determine final placement after careful study of transcripts.  

b.  Exceptional Students


The department of Exceptional Student Service must be contacted when a student entering East Baton Rouge from an approved non-public or foreign school system claims to be eligible for special education services.

c.  Placement by Language Categories


· The school shall determine placement of primary English-speaking students transferring from foreign schools.  The State Department of Education (SDE) shall accept this determination.

· The school administration is responsible for issuing the Home Language survey and directing all applicants possessing a primary/home language other than English to the Registration Center for Foreign Students housed at the ESL Department located in the IRC.  This student will be tested to determine appropriate placement.  A non-or-limited English-speaking student (K-8) entering this school system with no records shall be placed no more than one grade level below the appropriate to the chronological age.  Students who will be sixteen (16) years of age prior to September 30 of the current school year with no records will be placed in ninth grade. For grades 9-12, students with records will be placed according to Carnegie units earned.  

Transfer from Non-Approved Schools

A high school student who has been attending a non-approved school shall be               required to pass a proficiency examination on any academic subject for which credit is claimed.  Proficiency exams for academic subjects shall be administered at the school where the student is applying.  A passing score of 70% is required for all tests.

An elementary or middle school student shall provide evidence of having mastered content standards in reading and mathematics for any grade placement, which the student claims.

The evidence will be provided by:

· Scoring at an acceptable level on tests appropriate for the grade level.

· Documentation of successful classroom performance of academic work during the first four weeks the student is enrolled.

The student shall be placed  no higher  than one additional grade per year since the previous school placement of the student in a state approved school.  

If the correctness of the student’s placement (grades K-8) is in question, the school administrator or designee may administer tests and provide documentation for the SBLC to use in determining the student’s placement.  The principal shall convene the SBLC to make a decision as soon as possible.   

Transfer from Home Schooling
           Procedures

Students of all grade levels who have been on state approved home schooling  programs and wish to re-enter the East Baton Rouge Parish School will:

· Report to the assigned school.

· Present a copy of the approved application for each year that the student has been in the home study program.

· Present a report that provided information about the program of studies 

       pursued by the student while in home study.

    
Placement

· Students who took and failed English or mathematics in the spring or summer prior to 5th or 9th grade shall not be placed in 5th or 9th grade if they reenter public school.

· Students will not be placed higher than one additional grade per year since the previous placement of the student in a state approved school.

· To determine elementary placement for home school students, the assigned school shall evaluate the student’s instructional level using diagnostic and achievement instruments normally used in the school for new students.

These tests include tests similar to iLEAP in reading and mathematics, end of the book tests and similar components of the adopted textbooks series, grade level materials and norm-referenced data. The interpretation of the results of the test given will be based on the student’s re-entry date.  The principal’s designee shall be responsible for administering the test.  If the student’s placement is in question, the principal will convene the SBLC.

Students in grades 5 and 9 transferring to the public school system from any in state nonpublic school (state approved and unapproved), any out-of-state school or home schooling program shall be required to pass the English/ Language Arts and mathematics portions of the state-developed LEAP  placement test.  After February 15, any 5th or 9th grader is not required to take these placement tests.  Out-of-state residents do not have to take the placement test if they were promoted to the fifth or ninth grade.
· Middle school placement for home study students

It is recommended that the students re-enter at the beginning of a semester.  Students re-entering during the semester must successfully complete all required course work from point of entry.

          The student shall be placed using the following data:

· Evaluations from norm referenced tests.

· Tests similar to LEAP in reading and mathematics and/or iLEAP  results

· Recommendations by the School Building Level Committee

High School placement for home schooling students

The home schooling student should re-enter at the beginning of the school year.  High school placement is determined by the number of Carnegie units as evidenced by the results of proficiency exams administered at the school where the student is applying.  These tests are to be taken within 10 days after placement into the school system.  

3. List the placement test(s) administered to the above-mentioned transfer students, if     applicable.

These tests include tests similar to iLEAP in reading and mathematics, end of the book tests and similar components of the adopted textbooks series, grade level materials and norm-referenced data.  The interpretation of the results of the test given will be based on the student’s re-entry date.  The guidance counselor at the individual schools shall be responsible for administering the test.  If the student’s placement is in question, the principal will convene the SBLC.  

H.   Retention Policy

1. State the number of times a student may be retained in each grade or level.

a. A student will be retained not more than one time for failure to meet academic requirements in grades K-3.

b. A student will be retained not more than one time for failure to meet academic requirements in Grades 4-5.

c. A student will be retained not more than one time for failure to meet academic requirements in grades 6-7. 


A SBLC shall meet when it is determined that a child is in jeopardy of not meeting the promotion requirements for the present grade.  The role of the SBLC shall be to assist the classroom teacher in designing intervention strategies that could further ensure meeting the requirements for promotion.  This should be done as early in the school year as possible.  A parent teacher conference must be held and documentation of interventions provided before a SBLC conference.  Once the teacher has requested the SBLC it shall be the responsibility of the SBLC Coordinator to notify the parent, teacher and others in writing of the meeting by sending a letter home to parents or placing a telephone call to the parents.  At the beginning of the third nine weeks, parents shall be notified in writing that their elementary or middle school child’s promotion is in jeopardy.  

Previous Retention
The first time a student is placed in a transition class shall not be counted as retention in that the child can be accelerated to his proper grade placement within the school year.  The teacher will use new and different teaching strategies during the transition period that will lead toward the mastery of the deficient skills.

Students shall not be retained more than once in grades K-3 and once in grades 4 and 5 for a total of two times in K-5 unless LEAP policies specify otherwise for grade 4.  Follow-up interventions must be in place to address academic deficiencies of students during the “retention” year.  Those interventions must be well documented to demonstrate efforts to promote academic growth.  LEAP policies must be followed. 

A student will not be retained more than once in grades 6 and 7 for failure to meet academic standards. 

Students who have been retained should be referred to the SBLC for consideration of Referral  to  the  Pupil  Appraisal  Team  to  determine  if  an  individual evaluation is warranted.  Results must be documented and kept in the cumulative folder.  

*If a student has already been retained the maximum and also has absences in excess of the state attendance requirements in Bulletin 741, Rev. ’84, the state requirements take precedence.    

2. Describe any additional LEA policies that may determine student retention.

Retention Limit

           Fourth Grade

· The student will be retained one time in grades K-3.

· If a student has already been retained in fourth grade twice, attended the summer program and has been retested in the summer program and has not achieved the Basic/Approaching Basic combination on LEAP and is being recommended for promotion by the SBLC, then a request for a System Level Committee review is to be made at the end of the summer program.


The SBLC will meet to determine the appropriate placement for the student.   

3. Describe the intervention/remediation strategies to be used to prevent retention or in lieu of student retention at the lower grades.

Suggested interventions and remediation strategies that will be used to support 
a student who has been retained or in lieu of retention at the lower grades are:

· Transition Classes

· Acceleration Classes

· Tutoring before and after school

· Read 180

· Language!

· Literacy centers

· Triumphs 

· Academic services provided by interventionists, reading, or math coaches

· Project Achieve 

· SOAR-Summer Opportunity for Academic Remediation

I.  Alternative Schools/Programs/Settings and Adult Education

1. List the written policies for all alternatives to regular placements.

Alternatives to regular placements are established to address the needs of all students in meeting the state mandates for promotion.

2. Describe any local criteria used for placing students in the Options Program (PreGED/Skills).




This program is no longer offered. 

3. Give a brief description of each approved alternative school/program/setting operating in the LEA, including the entrance and promotion criteria.

Project Achieve


Project Achieve is an alternative program for overage fourth grade students who are 
two or more years behind their peers. The program will initially be housed in ten 
elementary schools. The goal of the program is to provide a rigorous, challenging, and 
accelerated instructional 
framework in the four core content areas. The program is 
designed to provide support to students who have the potential to be successful in 
the sixth grade after passing the 4th grade LEAP test in accordance with the Pupil 
Progression Plan. 


Providing an educational program for overage fourth graders is a necessity in East 
Baton Rouge Parish because data in the system revealed that over 120 fourth grade 
students were two or more years behind their peers during the 08-09 school year. 
Further data revealed that less than 15% of fourth grade students that were promoted 
to sixth grade were successful on the iLEAP during the 07-08 school year.  


The components for the elementary Project ACHIEVE program would offer students 
different learning experiences that may provide students with specific instructional 
strategies, a qualified and highly trained staff that would address, not only academic 
needs, but also social and 
affective needs of students, and mentoring from school 
personnel. The curriculum will embrace the academic skills traditionally taught in basic 
course work (English/Language Arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and social 
skills (basic communication, conflict resolution, peer helpers, and community service).










Each student enrolled in the program will have a specific “Individual Learning Plan – 
I.L.P.” 
developed for his/her academic, social, and physical learning style. This plan 
will specifically address the student’s academic weakness. 


To be admitted to the Project Achieve Program, a student must meet the following 
criteria: 


1.  Recommendations through the SBLC process from sending school


2. Students who are two years behind grade level as determined by age on September 
30 of that school year and have failed LEAP once.                                                                                    


3.  Students with academic deficiencies or performance below assessed skills levels


4.  Students needing non-traditional teaching and/or small group instruction and                      

  
   Individualized learning plans


5.  Students without severe discipline problems



Elementary Discipline Centers
The elementary discipline centers provides alternative placement for students whose behavior requires removal from the home-based school setting.  The staffing includes one certified teacher and one certified aide.

The centers provide instruction for students in grades K-5 who commit zero tolerance offenses and/or students who require short-term (1-9 days) or long term/expulsion as determined by a hearing officer. An ESS student shall not be placed at a discipline center more than ten (10) cumulative days.  One center will be located at Mohican Education Center on Tunica Street and one will be located at the Drusilla Education Center on Drusilla Avenue. 

Middle School and High School Discipline Centers

The middle school discipline center provides alternative placement for students whose behavior requires removal from the home-based school setting. The centers provide instruction for students in grades 6-8 who commit discipline offenses and require a short-term suspension (2-9 days). 

Middle School centers are:


Bogan Walk Center, Flannery Road Center, Greenwell Springs Road 
Center, Gus Young Center, Monte Sano Center, Rosenwald Center, and 
Valley Park Alternative School. 


Alternative Middle Schools and Programs for Overage Students

The alternative program for middle school students will be offered at Staring Education. Overage Middle school programs exist at all middle schools with the exception of Woodlawn Middle, McKinley Middle, and Sherwood Middle Schools.  
To be admitted to an alternative middle school for overage students, a student in grades 5-8 must display signs of being at risk of dropping out of school.  Identification markers include:

1.  Recommendations through the SBLC process from sending school

2. 
Students who are three years behind grade level as determined by age on September 30th of that school year

3. 
 Students two years behind (space available) to be considered subsequently

4.  Students with excessive absentees/tardies from school due to illness, frequent moves, extenuating circumstances, parenting or independent living arrangements

5.
Students with academic deficiencies or performance below assessed skills levels

6.
Students needing small group instruction or non-traditional teaching, and  individual learning plans

7. 
Students without severe discipline problems

8. 
Students who are targeted for participation in the middle schools range in age from twelve to sixteen years of age and are enrolled in schools that are considered to be traditional; subsequently their needs are not being met.

· Students one or more grade levels behind and have failed LEAP at      
least once

· Students in grades 5-8 who are seriously challenged and are at risk of dropping out of school

The middle school curriculum will embrace the academic skills traditionally taught in basic course work (English/Language Arts, mathematics, science, social studies, physical education), vocational skills (computer use, job awareness and preparation, vocational skills training, and apprenticeship), and social skills (basic communication, conflict, resolution, peer helpers, and community service).









Each student enrolled in the program will have a specific “Individual Learning Plan – I.L.P.” developed for his/her academic, social, and physical learning style, and career analyzed needs. Computer-based instruction will be used to provide students with instructional software that will allow them to move through the required curriculum at an individualized, faster pace.
Students who are enrolled in the middle school programs must pass 75% of their course work or six out of eight semester credits.  Students enrolled in alternative middle school environments will be enrolled in content area courses only, i.e. mathematics, English/Language Arts, science and social studies.  The aforementioned requirement does not apply to Staring Education Center. 

The Middle School Alternative Schools will provide an extended year program during each summer.  This program is designed to improve the level of academics for students that have been accelerated during the school year.  Students in the 6th and 7th grades who have been accelerated during the school year and do not score at or above the 35th percentile on the ILEAP will be required to attend the summer program to be promoted to the next grade.  This promotion will be granted after successful completion of the summer program.  Students who hope to be accelerated during the next school year will also be encouraged to attend the summer program to better prepare them for acceleration.

Valley Park Alternative School

The program for suspended or expelled students in grades 6-12 is located in Valley Park on Balis Drive.  The program is called Second Opportunity for Success (S.O.S.).  It is an approved high school and middle school serving students who have committed discipline offenses resulting in long- term suspension (10-20 days) or expulsion.  

The mission of the Valley Park Program is to educate suspended/expelled middle and high schools students from throughout the parish.  Students are eligible to earn grades and Carnegie units.

Northdale Magnet Academy

Northdale Magnet Academy is the first academic alternative high school in Louisiana. Since 1986, this unique educational setting has served students from throughout East Baton Rouge Parish who are seeking a second opportunity to earn a high school diploma. Students must complete the same coursework and pass the same high stakes tests as students in all of the traditional Louisiana public schools.

Interested students (and their families) must apply and go through an application and interview process. The Northdale Review Committee determines eligibility based on criteria of at-risk characteristics that include low academic performance, poor attendance and low self esteem. Based on this process, students are then placed at Northdale. 

This nationally acclaimed dropout prevention/dropout recovery high school meets the needs of its 150 students by offering a holistic approach to learning. The school’s focus includes the social, emotional and educational deficiencies of its high risk student population.


Northdale Magnet Academy provides an alternative approach to learning for students who are at risk of dropping out, or have dropped out and are seeking a high school diploma. 


Arlington Preparatory Alternative Program

This program is located at the Arlington Preparatory Academy.  It is an alternative program for at-risk 9th-12th grade students who are not successful in their current setting.

The mission of the Arlington Preparatory Alternative Program is to provide a small, non-traditional learning environment for at risk 9th-12th grade students who are at risk for dropping out of school.

Students are placed in the program when the referring school makes a request to a review committee that determines eligibility.  Parental consent is required for students to attend.
Baton Rouge Juvenile Services – Detention Center
This program for juvenile offenders is located in the Juvenile Court Building.  It is a fifty-two (52) bed lock-up facility for regular and special education students ages 10-17.  The City Parish Government operates the center; however, the East Baton Rouge Parish School System provides the educational services.

Students are placed at this facility as a result of court proceedings.  The duration of the students’ stay varies with the offense.


Core Knowledge Acceleration Program


The CKAP program will operate concurrently with traditional school hours 
Monday 
through Friday.  The students may be over-aged and must have scored 
unsatisfactory on either the ELA or math portion of the LEAP test at least two 
times. The classes in which the student tested deficient shall be repeated with 
special support given. A state-approved course will be used for this 
remediation. 

Subsequently, the students must enter into the Career Diploma option and follow all mandates established by BESE for enrollment in that diploma track. These students may earn Carnegie credit towards a diploma in all areas. Courses taken in areas of deficiency shall not be used to satisfy the graduation requirements in a diploma program. 

All high school sites will offer CKAP, with the exception of Baton Rouge Magnet High School, Arlington Preparatory Academy, EBR Acceleration Academy, Northdale Magnet Academy, and EBR Lab Academy. 


East Baton Rouge Acceleration Academy


This program is specifically designed for students who are two or more years behind 
academically, yet have satisfied high stakes accountability at the middle school level.  


Other requirements include: the student must be at least 15 years of age prior to 
September 1 and present a satisfactory referral from the previously attended school.


Through an application process, students are selected to participate in this program 
that offers the opportunity for credit recovery and academic acceleration.


Hospital/Homebound Program

This is an educational program for students – regular or exceptional – having a medical illness that substantially limits their ability to attend school.  The School Building Level Committee (SBLC) or the Individualized Educational Plan (IEP) committee must meet to decide the need, services and accommodations for these students before a homebound teacher is assigned.

4. Describe the LEA’s procedures for placement in adult education programs, addressing both groups of students – 17 years or older and 16 years with parental consent.       (Do not include copies of policies identified in Bulletin 741.)
The  East  Baton  Rouge  School  System  is  committed  to  providing  an  academic education program to adults to help them upgrade their skills in reading, mathematics, and language that could result in obtaining a Louisiana High School  Equivalency Diploma.  In addition, the East Baton Rouge Adult Education Program is committed to providing basic skills remediation and enrichment help to adults possessing a high school education who are in need of these services.  (Bulletin 741, Rev. June 2000)



Criteria for Selection

The adult programs are provided for persons seventeen (17) years of age or older or sixteen (16) years of age with an approved Department of Education Waiver Request.



Program Format 

a.
The students enrolled in the adult academic program will not address the Louisiana Minimum Competency Standards.

b.
There are four full-time and several smaller adult-learning centers strategically located within the school system.

c. 
The eligible student may enter, enroll, and exit the program at any time during the calendar year.  

d. The student attends the learning center when it is convenient for him/her.

e. A student 17 years or older (16 years old with an approved Department of Education Waiver Request) may enroll in the adult education program during the summer months to receive basic skills remediation in reading, language, and mathematics on an individualized, self-paced basis.  Details can be obtained from the Director of Adult and Continuing Education.

f. 
The adult learning center concept subscribes to individualized instruction  based upon the student’s needs, and permits the student to establish a learning pace commensurate with ability and rate of attendance.  

g. To qualify for the General Educational Development (GED) Test, an                   individual shall be 19 years of age or above. Individuals between 17-18 years of age and 16 years of age with an approved age waiver may qualify for the GED Test by taking the official Half Length Practice Test and scoring  a minimum of 410 on each part with an average of 450.   

h. Individuals  who achieve a standard score of 410 or above on the five (5) areas of the GED test and an average of 450 on total battery are awarded a Louisiana High School Equivalency Diploma.

J.  Review of Placement

1. Describe the LEA’s policy that addresses how promotion and placement decisions are monitored periodically to determine that the LEA’s policies are being implemented uniformly across the system. Explain how, upon request, an individual, such as a parent, teacher, principal, superintendent, etc. could initiate an individual review.

Review of Placement addresses procedures to be used in implementation of the Pupil Progression Plan.


Review of Placement in Individual Cases

Review of decisions on educational placement of an individual student within a school may be initiated at any time by any member of the Building Level Committee. The principal shall convene the SBLC.

Building Level Committee

For the purpose of review of promotion criteria, the principal will coordinate the decision-making process of the SBLC.

Composition

· Classroom teacher directly involved with instruction of student

· School Administrator

· Counselor or classroom teacher not directly involved with instruction of student

· Teacher of any special program in which student is involved

· Parent of student

· Student (when appropriate)


Function

· To review the data from all available sources on each individual student relative to a promotion or retention appeal, waiver, or extenuating circumstance, on a semester or annual basis when applicable

· To make recommendations for remediation and/or placement

· To serve as a review committee to investigate complaints initiated by parents or guardians at the local level. (A parent or guardian may initiate an individual review of student placement and/or promotion by notifying in writing the school building level principal.)

If current local data is not available, selection and administration of appropriate tests shall be determined by the SBLC.  Such tests shall be administered within ten (10) school days to provide documentation of the student’s current level of mastery of state grade appropriate standards. The SBLC, using the SBLC Report to Parents form, shall communicate its determination of educational placement for the student in writing to the parent (s) or legal guardian (s).

If parents question the placement decision, the SBLC should refer to Due Process Guidelines.


Review of Placement of the Non-English Speaking Student

When already enrolled in the local school system, a non-English speaking student may be inappropriately placed below grade level because of a language barrier.  Placement of these students will be reviewed by the principal in consultation with the English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher and the classroom teacher who will recommend proper placement based on the Language Assessment Scales, classroom performance, and one of the following: teacher-made test, transcripts, or teacher observation.

K.  Records and Reports

1.  Describe any additional local policies that relate to the maintenance of records and reports that affect student promotion and/or retention.

Parents and guardians are guaranteed the right to inspect their children’s school records and correct any errors through formal and informal hearings.  These parental rights are transferred to students at age 18.  Parental request must be granted within five (5) working days.  Parents also will be given a copy of any records they request, and in addition, schools must respond to requests by parents to interpret or explain items in students’ files.  Social workers, school nurses, and other persons with “legitimate educational interest” in a child will be allowed to view and use the student’s records.  Dissemination of information contained in a student’s file requires that parents must give written permission before a school can release information to outsiders who must present a picture ID.

A student may gain access to his/her own records by submitting a request in writing from his/her parents that the student is allowed to examine it without a parent being present.  This request should be submitted to the school counselor.  Within five (5) working days from receiving the information request, the school must make available for inspection the information requested, and such inspection shall take place in the presence of qualified school personnel.

When a student transfers to another school (outside the system), the receiving school will be afforded copies of the student’s records upon request.

Records Available to Parents Upon Request:


a.  Cumulative folder


b.  Test data card


c.  Immunization Records


d.  Report card


e.  Evaluation reports 

f. 
Records maintained in connection with East Baton Rouge Pupil Progression Plan.

g. Disciplinary records maintained by each school separate from other educational records of a student and for that school year only

h. Review of Disciplinary Action Form for identified exceptional students

i. Individual Educational Program Placement/Instructional Document (IEP)

j. LEAP Records

k. Parent Remediation Refusal Forms

l. 504 Records

          m.   Individual student’s grades and attendance reports



Procedure for Challenging Contents of Records

Upon review of a student’s record(s), parents have the opportunity to request a hearing to ask for correction or deletion of any information in the file.  The school principal or an appropriate designee will conduct the hearing(s).

At the hearing, parents will be given a “full and fair” opportunity to present their case and relevant evidence.  The final decision will be delivered to the parents in writing within five (5) days subsequent the hearing.  Parents who are dissatisfied with the hearing or the result of the hearing at the school level may appeal to the superintendent, through the administrative channels of the Office of Civil Rights, HEW, and if dissatisfied with decisions rendered by these agencies, seek redress through the appropriate court system.   

Transfer of Student Records

The forwarding of records including special education and eligible 504 records within the parish is mandatory and cannot be held for nonpayment of library fines, lunch fee, etc.

The forwarding or 504 records is required to enable receiving schools to maintain necessary accommodation plans.  All requests for Special Education records from out  of the parish shall be channeled through the East Baton Rouge Parish Special Education Department.  The East Baton Rouge Parish Special Education Department will be responsible for the forwarding of Special Education Records for students, currently or formerly served after receiving written parental permission.  Discipline records for the current school year should be forwarded to the receiving school when a student transfers.  Disciplinary documents are not to be housed in the cumulative folder.  



Maintenance of Records and Reports 

The following records and reports must be maintained for each student.

a.  Course grades

b.  Scores on the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program

c. Scores on local testing programs and the screening instrument necessary to document the local criteria for promotion and screening outlined in Act 1120

d. Information (or reasons) for student placement (see definition of placement) Information on the outcome of student participating in remedial and alternative programs

e. Special Education documents as specified in the approved Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

f. A copy of the letter informing the parent of either the placement of the student in
or the removal of the student from a remedial program on file

g. A copy of the parent’s written consent for either the placement of the student in or the removal of the student from alternative to regular placement on file  

h. Documentation of the parent/guardian’s having been informed in writing of the decision to retain a student and of the system’s due process procedures relating to placement procedures (as defined in the system’s Pupil Progression Plan) 

i. Documentation of SBLC procedures and actions regarding qualified students with disabilities under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

Policies on Cumulative Records

These policies must be followed when recording, requesting, and sending student information:


Cumulative File

a.  East Baton Rouge Parish Schools shall maintain permanent records of each student’s  placement, K-12.  Each record shall be kept as part of the student’s cumulative file.  Handwritten information should be entered in black ink, unless otherwise indicated.  Information should be current and legible.

b.  Record Cards

1)

Grades K-5 and new elementary students, a green folded FAMILY DATA, SPECIAL PROGRAM, and TEST INFORMATION card.  MOI #(500-220-6350)

2)
Grades 6-8 and new middle school students, a white SCHOLASTIC & TEST RECORD card.  MOI # (500-22-6360)

3) 
Grades 9-12 and new high school students, a pink SCHOLASTIC & TEST RECORD card.  MOI # (500-220-6370)


Contents of Cumulative Records 

a.
SID Number on outside of Cum Folder

b. 
Home Language Survey Form or Revised 1981 School Registration Form

c. 
Family Information and Test Record Card.  The Scholastic and Test Record Card must be completed prior to sending it to the receiving school

d.   LEAP scores and remediation records

e.   Students Health Record must be complete and kept up to date.  See Immunization Policy

f.   Progress reports for elementary level and grade labels for middle and high school showing course grades for each student

g. Elementary Parent-teacher Conference Records (to be retained until the first reporting period of the following year; discard prior to entrance in middle school)

h. Middle School Parent-Teacher Conference Records (should be removed from the cum folder prior to the beginning of the next school year)

i. 504 Records

j. Special Education documents

k. Individual Graduation Plan

l. A copy of the letter informing parents of the placement of a student in a remedial program, such as Language!

m. A statement regarding written notification to parents concerning retention and due process procedures. 


Requesting Records From Other Schools in East Baton Rouge Parish at the 
beginning of the School Year




a. Pre-K through 4th grade records shall be sent upon receiving written  


    
    requests to the requesting school within five (5) working days. 

b. Records from 5th through 12th Grades


 The feeder school list is obtained from Information Systems 

1) 
Records may not be requested or sent until ten days after school opens of the current year.  SPECIAL EDUCATION/504 RECORDS shall be sent during the summer when requested for scheduling purposes.  If Special Education records or 504 records have not been requested before school begins, these records must be requested within the first 5 school days and received before the 10th school day.  

2)
One red line should be marked through the names of students who have not attended the first ten (10) days of school.

3) 
 Names of the students whose names were not printed on the feeder list of the school attended last year should be added.

4) 
 Regular record request forms for students from schools other than feeder schools should be used. 

c.  Feeder school must be sent a dated copy of the corrected feeder list form.  (#2 and #3 of step a)

d.  A dated copy of the feeder list as submitted by the schools is to be kept at the school.


Sending Cumulative Records at the Beginning of the School Year 

a.  Cum records for students whose names appear (without a red line) on the list by the requesting school should be collected.

b. If a record is NOT available and the student:

· DID NOT ATTEND the previous year, a note should be made on a Data Processing printout request.

· DID ATTEND the previous year, a cum record with the student’s name and SID number must be made.  A note must be placed inside the folder as to why no information is available

c.    A copy of the feeder list must be signed by the person sending the records       along with the cum records to the school requesting them.

Sending Cumulative Records at Other Times During the Year    

a.  Schedules should be planned so that record requests are honored weekly.

b.  A list of records, the date they were sent, and the school, to which they were sent, should be kept.

      The regular record forms for students who enter school after the original feeder school lists have been sent to the appropriate schools are to be used. 



    

L.   Due Process

1. Describe the LEA’s policies on due process procedures for teachers, students and parents as related to student placement for the following:


a. Regular education students

b. Student with disabilities

c. Section 504 students

Procedures for Review of Educational Placements


Due Process is used when a parent or a member of the School Building Level 
committee disagrees with consensus of the SBLC.

A parent, teacher or student of legal age who questions the SBLC determination of educational placement for the student should contact the principal.  The placement and the reasons for that placement should be thoroughly explained to the person who appeals.  In addition, each evaluation procedure, test, record, report, or other relevant factor used as a basis for the proposed placement decision made for the student, that party has the right to request in writing a hearing on this issue.  The written request must be made within the ten (10) working days of the conference with the principal and shall be mailed or delivered to the principal to forward this written request for review to the appropriate Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services or designee, who shall conduct the hearing and serve as hearing officer.

The hearing shall be held within the (10) working days of the receipt by the school principal of the request for review, at a time that is convenient to both the parents and the school personnel.  Upon mutual consent, this time period may be extended.

The parents and the school personnel have the right to ask questions of persons who make presentations to the hearing officer at the hearing.

At the conclusion of this hearing, the hearing officer shall not render a decision immediately, but shall instead adjourn the hearing and tell all parties that they will receive from him/her a written decision at a later date.  Within ten (10) working days after the conclusion of the hearing, the hearing officer shall render this written decision.

The written decision shall be sent by certified mail to the parent and shall include, at least the following information:

· The name, school, and grade level of the student involved

· The educational placement proposed by the SBLC

· The educational placement sought by the parents

· The determination made by the hearing officer of the appropriate educational placement

· The basis for the determination for that appropriate placement

· If applicable, the parents’ right to ask for review of the decision and the steps involved therein. 

If the parents are not satisfied with the decision of the hearing officer, they may write to the Superintendent of Schools, East Baton Rouge Parish School System, 1050 South Foster Drive, Baton Rouge, LA  70806, and request that the decision be reviewed.  The written request must be mailed or delivered to the superintendent within ten (10) working days following receipt by the parents of the decision of the hearing officer.

Within ten (10) working days following this meeting, the superintendent or a designee shall render a written decision.  The written decision shall be sent by certified mail to the parents and shall include, at least, the following information. 

· The name, school, and grade level of the student involved

· The determination made by the hearing officer of the appropriate    educational placement of the student

· The decision of the superintendent or designee on whether the      determination made by the hearing officer should be allowed to stand, should be changed, or whether a new hearing should be conducted in order to consider matters not considered in the original hearing

· The basis for that decision.

A copy of this decision should also be delivered to the school principal or Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services, but need not be sent by certified mail.

The decision of the superintendent or a designee on this appeal of educational placement shall be final.

Prior to and during any stage of this review procedure, the parents shall have the right to inspect and review all records with the respect to the educational placement of their child.  The custodian of these records may charge a fee for copies of said records that are made for the parents, if the fee does not effectively prevent the parents from exercising their right to inspect and review these records.  (Regulations that apply:  P.L.93-380 (Buckley Amendment) Section 10 of this Plan – Policies on Records and Reports.)

The principal or the teacher who disagrees with the SBLC determination has the same rights of due process and should follow the same procedures.

During the pending stage of this review procedure, the student shall be placed in the educational setting determined by the SBLC.

Regarding LEAP, the District, through its superintendent, may apply for an appeal on behalf of individual students, provided the certain criteria are met as stated in LEAP guidelines. 

In the case of a student with a disability, the due process procedures must be consistent with those described in Regulations for Implementation of the Children with Exceptionalities Act (R.S. 17:1941 et seq.). 
Due process procedures for qualified students with disabilities must be consistent with those defined in Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

M.   Include any additional local option criteria that may not have been addressed with the above questions. 

        Admission of International Exchange Program Students

This policy applies to international exchange program students from other countries that are sponsored by approved foreign exchange agencies.   
a.  Agency requirements
· Foreign exchange agencies must be registered with the Assistant 
Superintendent for Instructional Services, Area III, must be listed by the        Council for Standards on International Education Travel, and must be           approved by the U.S. Information Agency to qualify for J-1 Visas.

· The contract used by the sponsoring agency between sponsor and  
student must be on file and approved by the Assistant Superintendent for 
Instructional Services, Area III.

· The sponsoring agency must have a local representative who resided within 50 miles of East Baton Rouge Parish, and who is available to meet 
with school personnel, the student, and the host family.

b.   Student requirements

· The exchange student must reside with a legal resident of East Baton Rouge Parish.

· The student must possess a J-1 visa.

· As of September 1 of the program year, the student must meet junior 
placement status.

· The student must not have received a high school diploma or its 
equivalent from his/her home school.

· The student must have a cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above      
for the previous two years of study.

· As required by the International Exchange Agencies, the student must have sufficient knowledge of the English language to produce effective oral and written communication, to use instructional materials and textbooks printed in English, and to function in the regular education program without special services such as Special Education or English As a Second 
Language.  A letter of recommendation from an English/language teacher endorsing the student’s proficiency in English must be included in the application materials.  

· An official transcript from the student’s home school must be sent to and received by the assigned East Baton Rouge Parish high school by August 1 of the student’s attendance year in order to determine placement.   

1)  Student’s will be placed in grades according to Carnegie unit totals as indicated in EBR Parish Pupil Progression Plan.

2)  Students must meet all state and local requirements for graduation.   


 a.
All exchange students must schedule English III (which includes the study of American Literature), American History, Civics, and Free Enterprise.


 b. By August 1 of the attending year, the student must present the following documents to the attending school with a request to attend school in East Baton Rouge Parish:

· J-1 visa

· Health and immunization records

· Evidence of health and accident insurance for duration of stay

· The name, address, and phone numbers of the student’s own parents/guardians, the host family, and the local exchange program representative

· Two character references from the home school

· A notarized temporary custody agreement between the exchange student’s parents/guardian and the host family

 c.  Suspensions, Revocation, or Dismissal

Exchange organizations, host families, and/or exchange students found in non-compliance with the above policy of the East Baton Rouge Parish School Board are subject to having their relationship with the district terminated. Exchange students are subject to the same discipline policies to which regular students must adhere.    

     Homeless Students

Louisiana laws relative to school attendance (LA.R.S. 17:222.1 and LA. R.S. 17.111) and BESE Policy, Bulletin 741, page (16-17) and pages 46-53) do not require a permanent address as a condition for enrollment.  Revised Statute 17:226 addresses “extenuating circumstances” that must be verified by Supervisors of Child Welfare and Attendance.  Many of these students have extenuating circumstances that have forced them into a crisis situation.  Additionally, in the case Plyer vs. Doe (457 U.S. 202, (1982), the United States Supreme Court held that undocumented alien children cannot be denied a free public education.  Because the United Stated Supreme Court rendered this decision, it is binding on all school districts in all states.  The Attorney General has opinioned that school officials acting to exclude alien children from public schools may under federal and state law subject themselves to a civil rights lawsuit (42 U.S. C.A., 1983).  

The Civil Rights Act, (P.L. 88-352), was passed during the Kennedy-Johnson administrations. Title IV of the Civil Rights Act specifically addressed discrimination on the grounds of race, color, and national origin.  It specifically addressed nondiscrimination in federally assisted programs in Sec. 601.  No person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, or national origin, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance.      

Dyslexia Program 

Students identified as “at risk for dyslexia” have the option of having their needs addressed in the regular classroom with appropriate accommodations and modifications or of attending a multi-sensory program. At the elementary level the students receive 30 minutes of Multisensory Learning intervention in addition to the regular language arts instruction, and students must receive a satisfactory or passing grade in order to move to the next grade. At the middle and high school levels students may opt to take a dyslexia lab. The student must receive a passing grade in order to receive credit for the elective.

Criteria for promotion of students with characteristics of dyslexia who are in the specialized multi-sensory program include the following:

· Evidence of systematic, sequential, and cumulative progress in the 

     acquisition of appropriate learning skills;

· Display of adequate knowledge and skills in individualized programs of 

     study designed to address differing student ability levels, interests, and  

     learning styles;

· Improvement in ability to read and write as evidenced in professionally 

     acceptable instruments of assessments (checklists, portfolios, tests, etc);

· Sufficient classroom advancement to qualify the learner for educational 

      strategies at a more complex level.

N.  Science Education Act


1.
Each LEA is required to have a policy regarding the implementation of the Science Education Act.  (Bulletin 741 §337 C. 18; §2304)  Include the policy for your district.


The EBRPSS will follow the Louisiana Science Education Act: 

A.
BESE shall, upon request of an LEA, allow and assist teachers and school administrators to          

create and foster an environment that promotes critical thinking skills, logical analysis, and open 

and objective discussion of concepts, laws, principles, and scientific theories.


1.
Such assistance shall include support and guidance for teachers regarding effective ways to   
understand, analyze, critique, and objectively review concepts, laws, principles, and scientific 
theories.


2.
Any LEA may request such assistance by contacting the Division of Curriculum Standards 

of the DOE.

B.
Teachers shall teach the content presented in the Louisiana Comprehensive Curriculum or other 

curriculum developed by the LEA that is based on the Louisiana Science Content Standards and 

Grade-Level Expectations, and the standard textbook supplied by the LEA.


1.
The teacher may then use supplemental textbooks and other instructional materials as 


 permitted  by the LEA unless otherwise prohibited by BESE.

C.
Classroom instruction and materials shall not promote any religious doctrine, promote 


discrimination for or against a particular set of religious beliefs, or promote discrimination for or 

against religion or nonreligion

D.
BESE shall determine which supplemental materials shall be prohibited from use in science 

classes in public schools according the procedure below.


1.
Any Louisiana citizen may challenge materials used by an LEA by submitting a complaint to 

the Division of Curriculum Standards of the DOE for consideration by BESE. The complaint 

should contain the reasons for the challenge and cite evidence to substantiate the challenge.


2.
The DOE will notify the LEA using the supplementary material that the complaint has been 

filed.


3.
The DOE will conduct a meeting allowing the complainant, the LEA, and any interested 

parties adequate time to present their arguments and information and to offer rebuttals.


4.
The DOE will make a recommendation to BESE based on the following criteria.


   a.The supplemental materials must be grade-level appropriate.


   b.The information contained in the supplemental materials must be scientifically sound and 
       supported by empirical evidence.


  c.The materials shall not promote any religious doctrine, promote discrimination for or 
     against a particular set of religious beliefs, or promote discrimination for or against  
  
     religion or nonreligion.

E.
The following procedure shall be followed for complaints filed about supplemental materials 

used in a science classroom.


1.
Any Louisiana citizen may challenge materials used by an LEA by submitting a complaint to 
    the Division of Curriculum Standards of the DOE for consideration by BESE. The complaint 
    should contain the reasons for the challenge and cite evidence to substantiate the challenge. 
    The complaint should be sent to the Director of Curriculum Standards.


2.
The DOE will notify the LEA using the supplementary material that the complaint has been 
     filed and will provide the LEA with a copy of the complaint. The DOE will request from the 
     LEA a copy of the supplementary materials in question.


3.
The DOE shall have the opportunity to appoint two reviewers of the materials. The 
  

challenger, the LEA, and the publisher (if any) shall each have the opportunity to appoint 

one reviewer of the materials. The DOE will provide the reviewers with copies of the 


supplementary materials and the complaint. The reviewers should be experts who are 


capable of determining if the materials are grade-level appropriate, if the materials are 


scientifically sound and supported by empirical evidence, and if the materials do not 


promote any religious doctrine, promote discrimination for or against a particular set of 

religious beliefs, or promote discrimination for or against religion or non-religion.


4.
The DOE will determine a time and location for a meeting. The DOE will notify the LEA, 

the complainant, and the reviewers of the date, time, and location. The LEA and the 


complainant may bring others with them to the meeting.


5.
At the meeting, the LEA and the complainant and/or the representatives of each side will 

explain their positions. The reviewers may ask questions. All reviewers will complete a form 

indicating that the materials do or do not violate each of the following provisions and include 

explanations for their recommendations.


a. The supplementary materials are grade-level appropriate.


b. The information contained in the supplementary materials are scientifically sound and 
     supported by empirical evidence.


c. The materials shall not promote any religious doctrine, promote discrimination for or 
    against a particular set of religious beliefs, or promote discrimination for or against religion 
    or nonreligion.


6.
The DOE will forward the reports of the reviewers to BESE. The DOE may elect to make its 

own recommendation. The DOE will notify the challenger, the LEA, and the publisher of the 

date and time when the recommendations will be presented to BESE for consideration.

SECTION IV

REMEDIATION

Legal Authorization
R.S. 17:24.4(G) provides that those students who fail to meet required proficiency levels on the State administered criterion-referenced tests of the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program shall receive remedial education programs that comply with regulations adopted by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

R.S. 17:394 – 400 is the established legislation for the remedial education programs.

A program of remedial education shall be put into place by local parish and city school systems following regulations adopted by the State Board pursuant to R.S. 17:24.4.  All eligible students shall be provided with appropriate remedial instruction. (R.S. 17:395A).

Purpose
The intent of remedial educational programs is to improve student achievement in the grade appropriate skills identified as deficient on the State’s criterion-referenced testing program for grades 4 and 8, the Graduation Exit Examination, and the End-of-Course Tests. (R.S.17:395 B and BESE Policy).

State Mandatory Requirements

Any public elementary or secondary student, including a student with a disability participating in LEAP who does not meet the performance standards established by the Department and approved by the State Board, as measured by the State criterion-referenced test, shall be provided remedial education. (R.S. 17:397)

A. For the Graduation Exit Examination (GEE) LEAP Alternate Assessment Level 2 (LAA2) and End-of-Course Tests, 50 hours of remediation shall be provided to students in each content area (English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies) they do not pass. 

B. Remediation in the form of summer school (50 hours of instruction per subject) shall be provided to both 4th and 8th grade students who score at the Approaching Basic or Unsatisfactory achievement level on the spring LEAP (English Language Arts and/or Mathematics) tests. 

· Summer remediation and end-of-summer retests must be offered by school systems at no cost to students who did not take the spring LEAP tests or who failed to achieve the required level on LEAP.

· All students with disabilities who participate in LEAP testing should receive services along with regular education students in summer programs, with special support provided as needed, including accommodations.

· Students with disabilities who participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 1 (LAA 1), are not eligible to attend the LEAP summer remediation programs.

· Students with disabilities who participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 2 (LAA 2), are eligible to attend LEAP summer remediation programs.

C. Remediation shall be provided to students who score at the Unsatisfactory level on the LEAP Science and Social Studies tests.
D. Remediation is recommended for 4th and 8th grade students who score at the Approaching Basic level on the LEAP Science and Social Studies tests.
The plan for remedial education programs is to be developed according to the “Regulations for the Implementation of Remedial Education Programs Related to the LEAP/CRT Program.” The projected program is to be included in this section. 

Local Program Development and Evaluation
Listed below are the major components that must be incorporated in the remediation plan. In addition to any State guidelines, the remediation plan should describe clearly how the remedial education program will be implemented for each grade level and for each test area of the LEAP/CRT. The plan must describe how all students, including students with disabilities, will be provided remediation to overcome their educational deficits as identified through the results of the LEAP/CRT.

The following questions will provide information regarding the remediation plan determined by the Local Education Agency (LEA).  Please provide your response following each question using blue font.  Do not delete any questions or leave questions unanswered.

I.  School Year Remediation Program

    A.  Program Objectives

        List the objectives for your school year intervention/remediation program.

   The East Baton Rouge Parish School System shall provide a remedial education

   program for those students who fail to meet required proficiency levels on the state

   administered criterion-referenced tests of the Louisiana Educational Assessment

   Program.   (R.S. 17:24.4 (G) R.S. 17:394-400) is the established legislation for the

   remedial education programs.  The intent is to improve student achievement 

   in grade appropriate skills identified as deficient on LEAP.


The program objectives are:


1.  Identify students who scored at the Unsatisfactory or Approaching Basic  
level on LEAP in English/Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social 
studies.


2.  Provide remedial instruction for eligible students on all skills in which they 
         
scored less than Basic.  


3.  Assess students to determine if they have reached the Basic level on the 
skills in which they received remedial instruction.  


4.  Provide remediation necessary for students to achieve appropriate skills, a      
sense of success, to prevent alienation from school, and to prevent early 
departure from school.

    B.  Program Description

1. Describe the criteria used to determine which 4th and 8th grade students, including students participating in LAA 2, are eligible for school year intervention/remediation.

a.  Any public elementary or secondary student, including a LEP and/or  exceptional student (except gifted) participating in LEAP, who does not meet the performance standards established by the Department and approved by the State Board, as measured by the state criterion-         referenced tests, shall be provided remedial education (R.S. 17:397).


b. The failure of Special Education students to achieve performance    standards on the state criterion-referenced tests does not qualify such      students for special education extended school year programs (BESE      Policy).

c. Special Education students are eligible for LEAP remediation.

d. A list of all eligible students shall be maintained at the Central Office and each school.  

e. Students, including Special Education students, in grades 3 and 7 who      score at or below approaching basic will be eligible for early intervention remediation.

2. Does the district suggest or require a minimum pupil/teacher ratio for remediation programs at each individual school?  If so, what is the pupil/teacher ratio at each grade level?

Appropriate remedial education will be provided in small group settings as applicable for the regular school year and the extended school year. 

3. Does the district suggest or require a minimum number of hours each school should provide remediation services to its eligible students?  If so, what is the minimum? 


   Remedial instruction time shall be provided based on student deficiencies 

   as identified on the LEAP profile sheets.
4. Approximately when will the school year intervention/remediation programs begin in your district?

September

5. Describe the criteria used to select teachers and/or paraprofessionals who work providing instruction in the school year intervention/remediation.

a.
Regular classroom and appropriate ancillary teachers, if possible will provide remediation.  Paraprofessionals will also be hired when funds are available with immediate supervision provided by the classroom teacher to which they are assigned.

b.
Remedial teachers shall possess appropriate certification/qualifications as 
required by BESE.

6. Describe the materials and methodology to be used throughout the district in     school year intervention/remediation.

a. Instruction shall include the philosophy, the methods, and the materials identified in the state approved content standards. 

b.  Methods and materials used by the classroom teacher shall supplement and reinforce those used in the remedial program.  Strategies may include such techniques as whole group diagnostic-prescriptive, small group and independent work in centers, and learning activities involving manipulative materials.

c. Exceptional students participating in LEAP must be provided with appropriate accommodations as noted in the students’ IEP.

7. Describe the form of documentation collected from students/parents who    refuse school year remediation services.

If a parent or student refuses to participate in the remedial programs offered, a letter will be requested from them and placed on file as documentation. The refusal form will be kept on file in the student's cum folder. If the parent refuses to participate, the student may become ineligible for a waiver. 

8.  Describe how science and social studies remediation is implemented. 

   Staff Development will be provided for principals and designated teachers of                   
  third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, and eighth grades and appropriate personnel.         
  This in-service training will provide program guidelines and effective science 

   and social studies instructional strategies designed to remediate student needs.

C. Coordination of Funds

Describe the district’s plan for coordination of state, federal, and local funds for school year remediation.

Communication between the classroom teacher and any supporting teachers shall occur on a regular basis during the school year.  The remedial education funds shall be used to supplement state and local funds used for instructional materials and personnel. 

      D.  Evaluation

Describe the district’s plan for documenting evidence of achievement/growth   of students who are participating in school year remediation.

An evaluation plan will include both the educational process used in the remedial program and the improvement shown by students in their identified deficient LEAP skills.  Students will be considered remediated if they score Basic or higher on a LEAP-like test administered by the schools.

East Baton Rouge Parish School System shall participate in the evaluation of the LEAP remediation program conducted by SDE.

The evaluation plan shall include specific documentation showing:

1. Student performance by means of Grade Level Expectations;

2. Coordination with other programs;

3. Instruction in the deficient skills as evidenced by teachers’ lesson plans;

4. Staff development as indicated by attendance, agendas, handouts, and evaluations of in-service sessions;

5. Input from school principals, assistant principals, and teachers.   

II. Summer Remediation Program

     A.  Program Objectives

                List the objectives for your summer remediation program.

The East Baton Rouge Parish School System shall provide a remedial education program for those students who fail to meet required proficiency levels on the state administered criterion-referenced tests of the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program.   (R.S. 17:24.4 (G) R.S. 17:394-400) is the established legislation for the remedial education programs.  The intent is to improve student 
student achievement in grade appropriate skills identified as deficient on LEAP.


The program objectives are:

1.  Identify students who scored at the Unsatisfactory or Approaching Basic level on LEAP in English/Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.

2.  Provide remedial instruction for eligible students on all skills in which they scored less than Basic.  

3.  Assess students to determine if they have reached the Basic level on the skills in which they received remedial instruction.  

4.  Provide remediation necessary for students to achieve appropriate skills, a sense of success, to prevent alienation from school, and to prevent early departure from school.

     B.  Program Description

1. Describe the criteria used to determine which 4th and 8th grade students are eligible for summer remediation.

a.  Any public elementary or secondary student, including a LEP and/or  exceptional student (except gifted) participating in LEAP, who does not meet the performance standards established by the Department and approved by the State Board, as measured by the state criterion-referenced tests, shall be provided remedial education (R.S. 17:397).


b. The failure of Special Education students to achieve performance    standards on the state criterion-referenced tests does not qualify such students for special education extended school year programs (BESE Policy).

c. Special Education students are eligible for LEAP remediation.

d. A list of all eligible students shall be maintained at the Central Office and each school.  

e. Students, including Special Education students, in grades 3 and 7 who score at or below Unsatisfactory will be eligible for early intervention remediation.

2. Does the district suggest or require a minimum pupil/teacher ratio for summer remediation programs at each individual school?  If so, what is the pupil/teacher ratio at each grade level?

Appropriate remedial education will be provided in small group settings 
with a 20:1 ratio.
3. Describe the schedule for your summer remediation program.  Please be reminded that the district must schedule a minimum of 50 hours per subject at both 4th and 8th grade levels.

a. Remedial instruction shall be provided for a minimum of 50 hours per subject at both 4th and 8th grade levels.

b. Instruction shall include the philosophy, the methods, and the materials identified in the state approved content standards.

c. Methods and materials used by the classroom teacher shall supplement and reinforce those used in the remedial program.  Strategies may include such techniques as whole group diagnostic-prescriptive, small group and independent work in centers, and learning activities involving manipulative materials.

d. Exceptional students participating in LEAP must be provided with appropriate accommodations as noted in the students’ IEP.

e. An IEP student participating in LEAP must be provided with modifications used in the student’s regular instructional program.

4. Describe the criteria used to select teachers and/or paraprofessionals who work providing instruction in the summer remediation.  Please be reminded that all teachers selected must be certified.

a. Regular classroom and appropriate ancillary teachers, if possible will provide remediation.  Paraprofessionals will also be hired when funds are available with immediate supervision provided by the classroom teacher to which they are assigned.

b.
Remedial teachers shall possess appropriate certification qualifications as required by SBESE.

 5.  Describe the materials and methodology to be used throughout the district in       summer remediation.

a. 
Remedial instruction time shall be provided based on student deficiencies as identified on the LEAP profile sheets.

b. Instruction shall include the philosophy, the methods, and the materials identified in the state approved content standards. 

c. Methods and materials used by the classroom teacher shall supplement and reinforce those used in the remedial program.  Strategies may include such techniques as whole group diagnostic-prescriptive, small group and independent work in centers, and learning activities involving manipulative materials.

d. Exceptional students participating in LEAP must be provided with appropriate accommodations as noted in the students’ IEP.

e. A student with an IEP/IAP participating in LEAP must be provided with modifications/accommodations used in the student’s regular instructional program.

 6. Describe the form of documentation collected for students and parents who   refuse summer remediation services.

 If a parent or student refuses to participate in the remedial programs offered, a letter will be requested from them and placed on file as documentation. The refusal form will be kept on file in the student's cum folder. If the parent refuses to participate, the student may become ineligible for a waiver. 

      C.  Coordination of Funds

Describe the district’s plan for coordination of state, federal, and local funds for summer remediation.

Communication between the classroom teacher and any supporting teachers shall occur on a regular basis during the school year.  The remedial education funds shall be used to supplement state and local funds used for instructional materials and personnel. 

      D.  Evaluation

Describe the district’s plan for documenting evidence of achievement/growth   of students who are participating in summer remediation.

An evaluation plan will include both the educational process used in the remedial program and the improvement shown by students in their identified deficient LEAP skills.  Students will be considered remediated if they score Basic or higher on a LEAP-like test administered by the schools.

East Baton Rouge Parish School System shall participate in the evaluation of the LEAP remediation program conducted by SDE.

The evaluation plan shall include specific documentation showing:

1. Student performance by means of Grade Level Expectations;

2. Coordination with other programs;

3. Instruction in the deficient skills as evidenced by teachers’ lesson plans;

4. Staff development as indicated by attendance, agendas, handouts, and evaluations of in-service sessions;

5. Input from school principals, assistant principals, and teachers.   

III. GEE, LAA 2, and EOC Remediation

For the GEE, LAA 2  and EOC Tests, 50 hours of remediation shall be provided to students in each content area (English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies) they do not pass. 

Describe the GEE, LAA 2, and EOC remediation provided for students. Include the following:

A. Program Objectives

The East Baton Rouge Parish School System will provide a remediation program to help students improve their achievement on the Graduate Exit Exam (GEE), End of Course exam (EOC) and LAA2. 

B. Program Description

1. Student selection criteria

Students eligible for remediation include those who have failed any of the 
four content areas of the Graduate Exit Exam or End of Course exam.

2. Pupil/Teacher ratio

The maximum pupil teacher ratio will be 20 to 1.

3. Instructional time

Fall and spring remediation will provide 10 hours of remediation in each 

content area two weeks prior to the retest. Summer remediation will 

provide 50 hours of remediation in English language arts and math, and 

30 hours of remediation in science and social studies.

4. Selection criteria for teachers and/or paraprofessionals

Teachers and/or paraprofessionals will apply for positions in the GEE, EOC, or LAA 2 remediation program. Instruction will be provided by highly qualified teachers and/or paraprofessionals, unless the district exhausts the pool of qualified applicants.

5. Materials and methodology to be used


The curriculum used for remediation is commercially produced as adopted 
from the State Department of Education materials provided. Appropriate 

instructional materials are available at all schools. All curricula and 


materials will be appropriate for the objectives that will be covered on the 

state examination as identified in the comprehensive curriculum.

6. Program type – Examples: remediation courses, after-school tutoring, Saturday tutoring, summer school, other 

List all that apply

After-school and Saturday remediation classes will immediately precede the fall and spring retake test date. Students will attend four 2.5 hour sessions prior to taking the test in each content area. Two centrally located schools will be utilized to facilitate ease of attendance for students. If students have problems reaching the designated remediation centers, arrangements will be made to assist them in attending. Students unable to attend after-hours remediation will receive appropriate assistance during the school day from their regular classroom teachers. Summer remediation will be provided in five locations throughout the district. A total of 50 hours of instruction will be provided in English language arts and math, and 30 hours of remediation will be provided in science and social studies. Transportation will be provided. Documentation of individual student remediation will be kept on file in the East Baton Rouge Parish School Board Office. 

7. Documentation of students’ and parents’ refusal to accept remediation


If a parent of student refuses to participate in the remedial programs 
offered, a letter will be requested from them and placed on file as 
documentation. The refusal form will be kept on file in the student’s cum 
folder. 

C. Plan for coordination of state, federal, and local funds for remediation

The salary requirements/facility utilization/printing expenditures will be assumed by the local school system working with local/federal funds.

D. Evaluation plan for documenting evidence of achievement/growth of students


An evaluation plan will include both the educational process used in the remedial 
program and the improvement shown by students in their identified deficient  

GEE/EOC skills. 


East Baton Rouge Parish School System shall participate in the evaluation of the 
GEE remediation program conducted by SDE.


The evaluation plan shall include specific documentation showing:

1. Student performance by means of Grade Level Expectations

2. Coordination with other programs.

3. Instruction in the deficient skills as evidenced by teachers’ lesson plans

4. Staff development as indicated by attendance, agendas, handouts, and evaluations of in-service sessions

5. Input form school principals, assistant principals, and teachers

APPENDIX A

DEFINITION OF TERMS

A. State Terms

1. Acceleration-advancement of a pupil at a rate faster than usual in or from a given grade or course. This may include "gifted student" as identified according to Bulletin 1508.

2. Alternate Assessment-the substitute way of gathering information on the performance and progress of students with disabilities who do not participate in typical state assessments.

3. Alternative to Regular Placement-placement of students in programs not required to address the State Content Standards.

4. Content Standards-statements of what we expect students to know and be able to do in various content areas.

5. LEAP Summer Remediation Program-the summer school program offered by the LEA for the specific purpose of preparing students to pass the LEAP summer retest in English language arts, or mathematics.

6. Louisiana Educational Assessment Program (LEAP)-the state's testing program that includes the grades 3, 5, 6, 7 and 9 Louisiana Norm-referenced Testing Program; the grades 4 and 8 Criterion-referenced Testing Program including English language arts, mathematics, social studies and science and the Graduation Exit Examination (English language arts, mathematics, written composition, science and social studies).

7. Promotion-a pupil's placement from a lower to a higher grade based on local and state criteria contained in these Guidelines.

8. Pupil Progression Plan-"The comprehensive plan developed and adopted by each parish or city school board which shall be based on student performance on the Louisiana Educational Assessment Program with goals and objectives which are compatible with the Louisiana competency-based education program and which supplement standards approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (SBESE). A Pupil Progression Plan shall require the student's proficiency on certain test as determined by SBESE before he or she can be recommended for promotion."

9. Regular Placement-the assignment of students to classes, grades, or programs based on a set of criteria established in the Pupil Progression Plan. Placement includes promotion, retention, remediation, and acceleration.

10. Remedial Programs-programs designed to assist students including students with disabilities and Non/Limited English Proficient (LEP) students, to overcome educational deficits identified through the Louisiana Education Assessment Program and other local criteria.

11. Remediation-see Remedial Programs.

12. Retention-nonpromotion of a pupil from a lower to a higher grade.

B. Local Terms



1.
Academically Able – A student who maintains a grade of “C” or above




on grade level standards according to adopted textbooks and state 




curriculum guides in the content area in question.  Indicators could 




include grade from the progress report, standardized test scores, and




LEAP CRT results where applicable.



2.
Advanced Placement – A program sponsored by the College Board and




Educational Testing Services to provide courses for academically able 




students, that offers greater opportunities for individual progress and 




accomplishment.  Students who score 3 or above on Advanced Placement




examinations may receive college credit for AP courses taken while they 
are still in secondary school.



3.
BESE – Board of Elementary and Secondary Education



4.
Bulletin 741 – Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators containing




regulations used in the administration of elementary, secondary, and adult




education programs.



5.
Carnegie Unit – Unit earned based on the successful completion of a 




course in grades 9 – 12.



6.
Credit – Term that  means the same as Carnegie Unit

7.   
CAWSC – Community Association for the Welfare of School Children 

8.
Credit Examination – An examination that will test the mastery of the




performance objectives in the state (curriculum guide) for a particular




subject.  Credit shall be granted on a pass or fail basis only.

9.
Criterion Referenced Test (CRT) – A summary test designed to measure how well a student meets the criteria of specific skills.

10.
E.B.R.-East Baton Rouge Parish School System

11.
ESS-Exceptional Student Services

12.
Early College Admissions Program – A college program through which


superior high school students that have completed their junior year in high   
school may be allowed to enroll in regular college classes. 

13.
Grade Level or Above – A student who has exhibited proficiency on grade  level competencies with respect to a skill as indicated according


to adopted textbooks and comprehensive curriculum.  Indicators could 


include grades from progress reports, test scores, and LEAP results.

14.
GED (General Education Development Test) – A national test which  


high school persons who want to receive a high school equivalency 
diploma may take.

15.
Individualized Educational Program (IEP) – A written program, which 


sets forth the approach, which will be taken to ensure that the child will be

provided an appropriate, free public education.

16.
LEA– Local education agency (East Baton Rouge Parish School 


Board) 

17.
Literate – Having the ability to apply academic skills to everyday life


situations.  (Based on ACT 750 – Section 24.4, p.3)

18.
LSYOU – Louisiana State Youth Opportunity Unlimited

19.
Office of Accountability and Assessment – The office that coordinates testing and program evaluation.

20.
PPP – Pupil Progression Plan

21.
Proficiency Exam – An examination that will test the mastery of the 




performance objectives in the state curriculum guide for a particular  



subject.  Credit shall be granted on a pass/fail basis only.

22.
Pupil Appraisal Handbook – A bulletin published by the State Department  


of Education, which defines the criteria for all exceptionalities recognized 
by the state of Louisiana.

23.
Quality Points – Numerical value assigned to the letter grades earned by 


students when they successfully earn a credit or unit.  Usually A=4, B=3, 


C=2, D=1, F=0.

24.
SDE – State Department of Education 

25.
SLS – Second Language Specialist 

26.
Student’s Permanent Cumulative Record – The official record of the


 zstudent’s work year by year throughout his/her school life, K-12.

27.
System Level Committee – A committee composed of the School 


Building Level Committee, Assistant Superintendent(s) a member of the


PPP Committee of Educators representing the Instructional Services 


Team and a representative of Special Education, Bilingual, or other


departments when applicable.  The committee considers extraordinary


cases in which the PPP policy is deemed not in the best interest of the


student.  

28.
TASC – Truancy Assessment and Service Center

29.
Weighted Credit/Weighted Quality Points – Numerical value assigned




to the letter grades “A”, “B”, or “C” earned by a student in honors, gifted, 




and Advanced Placement Courses.  Quality points are issued as follows:




A=5, B=4, C=3, D=1, F=0

APPENDIX B

Title 28

EDUCATION

Part XXXIX.  Bulletin 1566―Pupil Progression Policies and Procedures

Chapter 13.
Appendix B

§1301.
LEAP  High Stakes Testing Policy XE "LEAP High Stakes Testing Policy" 
A.
LEAP High Stakes Testing Policy (Grades 4 and 8)

1.
A student may not be promoted to the fifth or ninth grade until he or she has scored at or above the "Basic" achievement level on either the English Language Arts or Mathematics component on the fourth or eighth grade LEAP and at the "Approaching Basic" achievement level on the other (hereafter referred to as the "Basic/Approaching Basic" combination). For promotional purposes; however, a student shall score at or above the "Basic/Approaching Basic" combination on the English Language Arts and Mathematics components of LEAP only one time.

2.
A parent/student/school compact that outlines the responsibilities of each party will be required for students in grades 3, 4, 7, and 8 who have been determined to be at risk of failing to achieve the "Basic/Approaching Basic" combination on the English Language Arts and Mathematics components of the fourth or eighth grade LEAP, as well as for students who were retained in grades 4 or 8.

3.
LEAs shall offer a minimum of 50 hours per subject of summer remediation and retest opportunities in English language arts and mathematics at no cost to students who did not take the spring LEAP tests or who scored "approaching basic" and/or "unsatisfactory" on the English language arts and/or mathematics component(s) on the spring tests. The LEA shall provide transportation to and from the assigned LEAP remediation summer site(s) from, at a minimum, a common pick-up point.

a.
A student who failed to achieve the "basic/approaching basic" combination is not required to attend the LEA-offered LEAP summer remediation program in order to be eligible for the summer retest.

b.
All students with disabilities who participate in LEAP should receive services along with regular education students in summer remediation programs, with special supports provided as needed.

c.
Students with disabilities who participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 1 (LAA1), are not eligible to attend the LEAP summer remediation programs.

d.
Students with disabilities who participate in LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 2 (LAA2), are eligible to attend LEAP summer remediation programs.

4.
In order to move students toward grade level performance, LEAs shall design and implement additional instructional strategies for students in grades 3, 4, 7, and 8 who have been determined to be at risk of failing to achieve the "basic/approaching basic" combination on LEAP, and for fourth and eighth grade students being retained. The purpose of the additional instructional strategies is to move the students to grade-level proficiency by providing the following: 

a.
focused instruction in the subject area(s) on which a student scored at the "approaching basic" and/or "unsatisfactory" level on iLEAP; 

b.
focused remediation for those fourth and eighth grade students repeating the grade as a result of failing ELA and/or math on the LEAP;

c.
ongoing instruction in the core subject areas using curricula based on state-level content standards and the grade-level expectations.

5.
Promotion/Retention Policies

a.
Grade 4


i.
A student may not be promoted to the fifth grade until he or she has scored at or above the "Basic" achievement level on either the English Language Arts or Mathematics component on the fourth grade LEAP and at the "Approaching Basic" achievement level on the other.


ii.
The decision to retain a student in the fourth grade more than once as a result of his/her failure to achieve the "Basic/Approaching Basic" combination on the English Language Arts and Mathematics components of LEAP shall be made by the LEA in accordance with the local Pupil Progression Plan which shall include the following.
(a).
A student who has repeated the fourth grade may be promoted to only the fifth grade. A district may apply for a waiver from this part of the policy if their specific plan is presented to the Department of Education, and the State Superintendent of Education approves it.

(b).
However, a student who has repeated the fourth grade and who is 12 years old on or before September 30 may be promoted according to the local Pupil Progression Plan.


iii.
After the summer retest, a school system, through its superintendent, may consider granting an appeal on behalf of individual students, provided that all of the following criteria have been met.

(a).
The student's highest score in English Language Arts and/or Mathematics on either the spring or summer LEAP must fall within 20 scaled score points of the cutoff score for "Basic."

(b).
The student shall have a 3.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale in the subject(s) for which the appeal is being considered.

(c).
The student must have attended the LEAP summer remediation program.

(d).
The student must have taken the LEAP retest given after the LEAP summer remediation program has been concluded.

(e).
The student must have met state-mandated attendance regulations during the regular school year and any locally mandated regulations during the summer remediation program.

(f).
The principal and the School Building Level Committee (SBLC) must review student work samples and attest that the student exhibits the ability to perform at or above the basic achievement level in the subject for which the appeal is being considered.


iv.
LEAP Testing

(a).
Students retained in the fourth grade shall retake all four components of LEAP.

b.
Grade 8


i.
A student may not be promoted to the ninth grade until he or she has scored at or above the "basic" achievement level on either the english language arts or mathematics component on the eighth grade LEAP and at the "approaching basic" achievement level on the other.


ii.
After the summer retest, a school system, through its superintendent, may consider a waiver for an eighth grade student who has scored at the "approaching basic" level on both the English language arts and mathematics components of LEAP. The LEA may grant the waiver in accordance with the local pupil progression plan provided the following criteria are met.

(a).
The student may be promoted to the ninth grade, provided that he or she has scored at the "approaching basic" level on both the English language arts and mathematics components of LEAP, has attended the LEAP summer remediation program offered by the district, and has taken the summer retest administered at the conclusion of the summer program.

(b).
The student must retake the component(s) (English language arts and/or mathematics) of the retest on which a score of "approaching basic" or below was attained on the spring test. 


iii.
The student who has repeated the eighth grade may be either:

(a).
retained again in the eighth grade;

(b).
promoted to the ninth grade, provided that the student has scored at the "approaching basic" level on either the English language arts or mathematics component of LEAP, has attended the current year LEAP summer remediation program offered by the district in, at a minimum, the "unsatisfactory" subject, and has taken the summer retest administered at the conclusion of the summer program. If promoted with an "unsatisfactory" on the English language arts or mathematics component of LEAP, the student must enroll in and pass a high school remedial course in the "unsatisfactory" subject (English language arts or mathematics) before enrolling in or earning Carnegie credit for English or mathematics; or

(c).
placed in the Pre-GED/Skills Options Program that shall be available to students who meet criteria as outlined in Bulletin 741―Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators, §2907.


iv.
LEAP Testing

(a).
Students repeating the eighth grade will retake all four components of LEAP.

(b).
Students in the Pre-GED/Skills Options Program will take the ninth grade iLEAP.

6.
Exceptions to the high stakes testing policy:

a.
Policy Override (fourth and eighth grades)


i.
The local school system (LEA) may override the state policy for students scoring at the "unsatisfactory" level in English language arts or mathematics, if the student scores at the "mastery" or "advanced" level in the other, provided that:

(a).
the decision is made in accordance with the local pupil progression plan, which may include a referral to the School Building Level Committee (SBLC);

(b).
the student has participated in both the spring and summer administrations of LEAP and has attended the summer remediation program offered by the LEA (the student shall participate in the summer retest only on the subject that he/she scored at the "unsatisfactory" achievement level during the spring test administration); and

(c).
parental consent is granted.


ii.
Policy Override (eighth grade only) The local school system (LEA) may override the state policy for eighth grade students scoring at the "unsatisfactory" level in English language arts or mathematics, if the student scores at the "basic" level in the other, provided that the following criteria are met:

(a).
the student scored “approaching basic” or above on the science and social studies components of LEAP;

(b).
the student had an overall 2.5 grade point average on a 4.0 scale;

(c).
the student had a minimum 92 percent attendance during the school year;

(d).
the decision is made in accordance with the local pupil progression plan, which may include a referral to the School Building Level Committee (SBLC);

(e).
the student has participated in both the spring and summer administrations of LEAP and has attended the summer remediation program offered by the LEA (the student shall participate in the summer retest only on the subject that he/she scored at the “unsatisfactory” achievement level during the spring test administration); and

(f).
parental consent is granted.

(g).
If a student meets the criteria for this override, and is promoted with an "unsatisfactory," the student must enroll in and pass a high school remedial course in the "unsatisfactory" subject before enrolling in or earning Carnegie credit for English or mathematics.

b.
Students with Disabilities Eligible under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) participating in LEAP Alternate Assessments


i.
Students with disabilities who participate in the LEAP Alternate Assessment Level 1 (LAA1), shall have promotion decisions determined by the SBLC.


ii.
Students with disabilities who participate in the LEAP Alternate Assessment, Level 2 (LAA2), shall have promotion decisions determined by the SBLC.

c.
Waiver for Limited English Proficient (LEP) Students


i.
LEP students shall participate in statewide assessment. The SBLC shall be granted the authority to waive the state's grade promotion policy for a LEP student. A LEP student who was granted a waiver at the fourth grade level is ineligible for a waiver at the eighth grade level.

d.
Waiver for Extenuating Circumstances


i.
A school system, through its superintendent, may grant a waiver on behalf of individual students who are unable to participate in LEAP testing or unable to attend LEAP summer remediation because of one or more of the following extenuating circumstances as verified through appropriate documentation:

(a).
a physical illness or injury that is acute or catastrophic in nature;

(b).
a chronic physical condition that is in an acute phase;

(c).
court-ordered custody issues.


ii.
Documentation

(a).
Physical Illness―appropriate documentation must include verification that the student is under the medical care of a licensed physician for illness, injury, or a chronic physical condition that is acute or catastrophic in nature. Documentation must include a statement verifying that the illness, injury, or chronic physical condition exists to the extent that the student is unable to participate in testing and/or remediation.

(b).
Custody Issues―certified copies of the court-ordered custody agreements must be submitted to the LEA at least 10 school days prior to summer remediation or retesting.


iii.
Student Eligibility/Retest Requirements

(a).
Students who meet the criteria for extenuating circumstances under the physical illness, chronic physical condition, or court-ordered custody category related to LEAP; and

(b).
who are unable to participate in both the spring and the summer administration of LEAP; or 

(c).
who failed to achieve the "Basic/Approaching Basic" combination on the spring administration of LEAP English Language Arts and Mathematics tests and are unable to participate in LEAP summer retest:


(i).
shall take the Iowa Tests for grade placement within 10 school days of returning to school, which may include hospital/homebound instruction, in order to ensure the appropriate level of instruction;


(ii).
must score at or above the cutoff score on the selected form of the Iowa Tests for grade placement to be promoted to the fifth or ninth grade; and


(iii).
are not eligible for a retest. These students may be eligible for the policy override, the fourth grade appeal, or the eighth grade waiver in accordance with the local Pupil Progression Plan;

(d).
students who meet the criteria for extenuating circumstances under the physical illness, chronic physical condition, or court-ordered custody category related to LEAP; and

(e).
who are unable to participate in the spring testing and/or summer remediation, including the provision of remediation through hospital/home bound instruction, are required to take the LEAP summer retest. These students may be eligible for the policy override, the fourth grade appeal, or the eighth grade waiver in accordance with the local pupil progression plan. 

e.
State-Granted Exception


i.
A local school superintendent, a parent or guardian, or the State Department of Education may initiate a request for a state-granted waiver from the State Superintendent of Education on behalf of individual students who are not eligible for promotion because of LEA error or other unique situations not covered under extenuating circumstances.


ii.
The Department of Education will provide a report to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education detailing state-granted waivers.


iii.
Documentation

(a).
LEA Error―the LEA superintendent or parent must provide the State Superintendent of Education with school- and student-level documentation detailing the error, how the error occurred, and how the error will be corrected so that it will not occur again in the future.

(b).
Other Unique Situations―documentation must be provided to the State Superintendent of Education detailing the unique situation and justifying why a waiver should be granted.


iv.
Testing/Promotion Decisions

(a).
The Department of Education will communicate to the LEAs the means for establishing promotional decisions for those students who have received a state-granted waiver.
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APPENDIX D

Graduation Requirements: Taken From:  Bulletin 741 Louisiana Handbook for School Administrators
	Graduation Requirements

Freshman Prior to 2008-2009
	College and Career Diploma

Louisiana Core 4

Incoming Freshman 2008-2009
	College and Career Diploma

Louisiana Basic Core

Incoming Freshman 2008-2009
	Career Diploma



	  English (4 Units)
	English (4 Units)
	English (4 Units)
	English (4 Units)

	· English I

· English II

· English III

· (In consecutive order) and
· English IV or 

Business English or 

Senior Applications in English
	· English I

· English II

· English III

· English IV
	· English I

· English II

· English III

· English IV or 
Senior Applications in English
	· English I

· English II

The remaining units shall come from the following:

· Technical Reading and Writing

· Business English 

· Business Communications

· Using Research in Careers

(1/2 credit)

· American Literature 

(1/2 credit)

· Film in America (1/2 credit)

· English III

· English IV

· Senior Applications in English

· A course developed by the LEA and approved by BESE.

	  Mathematics (3 Units)
	 Mathematics (4 Units)
	Mathematics (4 Units)
	Mathematics (4 Units)

	(Effective for incoming Freshmen                                                             2005-2006 and beyond.)

· Algebra I or
Algebra I-Pt. 1 and 

Algebra I-Pt. 2 (2 units) or
Integrated Mathematics I 

The remaining unit(s) shall come from the following:
· Integrated Mathematics II

· Integrated Mathematics III

· Geometry

· Algebra II

· Financial Mathematics

· Adv. Math—Pre-Calculus

· Adv. Math—Functions and Statistics

· Pre-Calculus

· Calculus

· Probability and Statistics

· Math Essentials

· Discrete Mathematics

(Effective for incoming freshmen 1997-98 through 2004-2005)
Shall be selected from the following courses and may include a maximum of 2 entry level courses (designated by E): 

· Intro. Algebra/Geometry (E)

· Algebra I-Part 1 (E)

· Algebra I-Part 2

· Integrated Mathematics I (E)

· Integrated Mathematics II

· Integrated Mathematics III

· Applied Mathematics I (E)

· Applied Mathematics II

· Applied Mathematics III

· Algebra I (E)

· Geometry

· Algebra II

· Financial Mathematics

· Advanced Mathematics I

· Advanced Mathematics II

· Pre-Calculus

· Calculus

· Probability and Statistics

· Math Essentials

· Discrete Mathematics
	· Algebra I or
Applied Algebra I or 
Algebra I-Pt. 2

· Geometry or
Applied Geometry

· Algebra II

The remaining unit shall come from the following:

· Financial Mathematics

· Math Essentials

· Adv. Math—Pre-Calculus

· Adv. Math—Functions and Statistics

· Pre-Calculus

· Calculus

· Probability and Statistics

· Discrete Mathematics

· A locally-initiated elective approved by BESE as a math substitute
	· Algebra I or
Applied Algebra I or 
Algebra I-Pt. 1 and
Algebra I-Pt. 2 (2 units)

· Geometry or 
Applied Geometry

The remaining unit(s) shall come from the following:

· Algebra II

· Financial Mathematics

· Math Essentials

· Adv.  Math—Pre-Calculus,

· Adv.  Math—Functions and Statistics

· Pre-Calculus

· Calculus

· Probability and Statistics

· Discrete Mathematics 

· A locally initiated elective approved by BESE as a math substitute.
	· Algebra I  or
Applied Algebra I or
Algebra I-Pt. 1 and 
Algebra I-Pt. 2 (2 units) 

The remaining units shall come from the following:

· Geometry or 
Applied Geometry

· Technical Math

· Medical Math

· Applications in Statistics and Probability

· Financial Math

· Math Essentials

· Algebra II

· Adv. Math—Pre-Calculus

· Discrete Mathematics

· Course(s) developed by the LEA and approved by BESE.

	  Science (3 Units)
	Science (4 Units)
	Science (3 Units)
	Science (3 Units)

	· Biology

1 unit from the following physical science cluster:
· Physical Science
·  Integrated Science
·  Chemistry I
·  Physics I
· Physics of Technology I

1 unit from the following courses:

· Aerospace Science

·  Biology II

·  Chemistry II

·  Earth Science

·  Environmental Science

·  Physics II

·  Physics of Technology II

·  Agriscience II

·  An additional course from the physical science cluster.
· A locally initiated science elective.
Students may not take both Integrated Science and Physical Science.

Agriscience I is a prerequisite for Agriscience II and is an elective course.

	· Biology

· Chemistry

2 units from the following courses:
· Physical Science

· Integrated Science

· Physics I

· Physics of Technology I

· Aerospace Science

· Biology II

· Chemistry II

· Earth Science

· Environmental Science

· Physics II

· Physics of Technology II

· Agriscience II

· Anatomy and Physiology

· A locally initiated elective approved by BESE as a science substitute.

Students may not take both Integrated Science and Physical Science.

Agriscience I is a prerequisite for Agriscience II and is an elective course.
A student completing a Career Area of Concentration may

substitute one of the following BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from within the student's Area of Concentration for the fourth required science unit:

· Advanced Nutrition and Foods

· Food Services II

· Allied Health Services II

· Dental Assistant II

· Emergency Medical Technician-Basic (EMT-B)

· Health Science II

· Medical Assistant II

· Sports Medicine III

· Advanced Electricity/Electronics

· Process Technician II

· ABC Electrical II

· Computer Service Technology II

· Horticulture II

· Networking Basics

· Routers and Routing Basics

· Switching Basics and Intermediate Routing

· WAN Technologies

· Animal Science

· Biotechnology in Agriscience

· Environmental Studies in Agriscience

· Equine Science

· Forestry

· Horticulture

· Small Animal Care/Management

· Veterinary Assistant

· Oracle Academy Course: DB Programming with PL/SQL
	· Biology

1 unit from the following physical science cluster:

· Physical Science

· Integrated Science

· Chemistry I

· Physics I

· Physics of Technology I

1 unit from the following courses:

· Aerospace Science

· Biology II

· Chemistry II

· Earth Science

· Environmental Science

· Physics II

· Physics of Technology II

· Agriscience II

· Anatomy and Physiology

· An additional course from the physical science cluster.

· A locally initiated elective approved by BESE as a science substitute.

Students may not take both Integrated Science and Physical

Science.

Agriscience I is a prerequisite for Agriscience II and is an elective course.
	· Biology 

1 unit from the following physical science cluster:

· Physical Science

· Integrated Science

· Chemistry I

· ChemCom

· Physics I

· Physics of Technology I

The remaining unit shall come from the following:

· Food Science

· Forensic Science

· Allied Health Science

· Basic Body Structure and Function

· Basic Physics with Applications

· Aerospace Science

· Earth Science

· Agriscience II

· Physics of Technology II

· Environmental Science

· Anatomy and Physiology

· Animal Science

· Biotechnology in Agriculture

· Environmental Studies in Agriculture

· Health Science II

· EMT - Basic

· An additional course from the physical science cluster.

· Course(s) developed by the LEA and approved by BESE.

Students may not take both Integrated Science and Physical Science.

Agriscience I is a prerequisite for Agriscience II and is an elective course.

	  Social Studies (3 Units)
	Social Studies (4 Units)
	Social Studies (3 Units)
	Social Studies (3 Units)

	· American History

· 1/2 unit of Civics or 
AP American Government

· 1/2 unit of Free Enterprise

1 unit from the following:

· World History

· World Geography

· Western Civilization

· AP European History


	· American History

· 1/2 unit of Civics or 
AP American Government

· 1/2 unit of Free Enterprise

1 unit from the following:

· World History

· World Geography

· Western Civilization

· AP European History

1 unit from the following:

· World History

· World Geography

· Western Civilization

· AP European History

· Law Studies

· Psychology

· Sociology

· Civics (second semester—1/2 credit) 

· African Am. Studies.

NOTE: Students may take two half credit courses for the fourth required social studies unit.

A student completing a Career and Technical Area of Concentration may substitute one of the following BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from within the student’s Area of Concentration for the fourth required social studies unit:

· Advanced Child Development

· Early Childhood Edu. II

· Family and Consumer Sciences II

· ProStart II

· T & I Cooperative Education (TICE)

· Cooperative Agriculture Education

· Administrative Support Occupations

· Business Communication

· Cooperative Office Education

· Entrepreneurship - Business

· Lodging Management II

· Advertising and Sales Promotion

· Cooperative Marketing Education I

· Entrepreneurship – Marketing

· Marketing Management

· Marketing Research

· Principles of Marketing II

· Retail Marketing

· Tourism Marketing

· CTE Internship

· General Cooperative Education II

· STAR II
	· American History

· 1/2 unit of Civics or AP American Government

· 1/2 unit of Free Enterprise

1 unit of the following: 

· World History

· World Geography

· Western Civilization  

· AP European History.
	· American History

· 1/2 unit of Civics

· 1/2 unit of Free Enterprise

The remaining unit shall come from the following:

· Child Psychology and Parenthood Education

· Law Studies

· Psychology

· Sociology

· World History

· World Geography

· Western Civilization

· Economics

· American Government

· African American Studies

· Course developed by the LEA and approved by BESE.

	  Health (1/2 Unit)
	Health (1/2 Unit)
	Health (1/2 Unit)
	Health (1/2 Unit)

	
	JROTC I and II may be used to meet the Health Education requirement. Refer to §2347
	JROTC I and II may be used to meet the Health Education requirement. Refer to §2347
	JROTC I and II may be used to meet the Health Education requirement. Refer to §2347

	Physical Education (1 ½ Units)
	Physical Education (1 ½ Units)
	Physical Education (1 ½ Units)
	Physical Education (1 ½ Units)

	· Physical Education I and
· Physical Education II  or
Adapted Physical Education for eligible special education students. 

A maximum of 4 units of Physical Education may be used toward graduation.
NOTE: The substitution of JROTC is permissible.
	· Physical Education I and
· Physical Education II  or
Adapted Physical Education for eligible special education students. 

A maximum of 4 units of Physical Education may be used toward graduation.
NOTE: The substitution of JROTC is permissible.
	· Physical Education I and
· Physical Education II  or
Adapted Physical Education for eligible special education students. 

A maximum of 4 units of Physical Education may be used toward graduation.
NOTE: The substitution of JROTC is permissible.
	· Physical Education I and
· Physical Education II  or
Adapted Physical Education for eligible special education students. 

A maximum of 4 units of Physical Education may be used toward graduation.
NOTE: The substitution of JROTC is permissible.


	
	Foreign Language (2 Units)
	
	

	
	· Shall be 2 units in the same foreign language or 

2 Speech courses
	
	

	
	Arts (1 Unit)
	
	

	
	· 1 unit Fine Arts Survey or 1 unit of Art (§2333), Dance (§2337), Music (§2355), Theatre Arts (§2333), or Applied Arts.

A student completing a Career and Technical Area of Concentration may substitute one of the following BESE/Board of Regents approved IBC-related course from within the student's area of concentration for the required applied arts unit:

· Advanced Clothing and Textiles

· ABC Carpentry II TE

· ABC Electrical II TE

· ABC Welding Technology II

· Advanced Metal Technology

· Advanced Technical Drafting

· Architectural Drafting

· ABC Carpentry II – T&I

· ABC Welding Technology II – T&I

· Cabinetmaking II

· Commercial Art II

· Cosmetology II

· Culinary Occupations II

· Custom Sewing II

· Graphic Arts II

· Photography II

· Television Production II

· Upholstery II

· Welding II

· ABC Carpentry In Agriscience

· ABC Electricity in Agriscience

· ABC Welding Technology Agriscience

· Agriscience Construction Technology

· Agriscience Power Equipment

· Floristry

· Landscape Design and Construction

· Introduction to Business Computer Applications

· Accounting II

· Business Computer Applications

· Computer Multimedia Presentations

· Desktop Publishing

· Keyboarding Applications

· Telecommunications

· Web Design I and II

· Word Processing

· Digital Media II
	
	

	Electives (8 Units)
	Electives (3 Units)
	Education For Careers or 
Journey to Careers* (1 Unit)

Electives (7 Units)
	Career/Technical Education 

(7 Units)

	
	
	· Shall include the minimum courses required to complete a Career Area of Concentration**
	· Education for Careers or 

Journey to Careers

· Six credits are required 

for a Career Area of Concentration

	Total: 23 Units
	Total: 24 Units


	Total: 24 Units

*Takes effect for incoming freshmen in 2010-2011 and beyond
	Total: 23 Units
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